
End-times books sell so well
that both secular and reli-
gious publishers scramble to
get the pop-fiction out there

in print for readers who want to
find out more about the last days
and the return of Jesus. There is
money to be made from the antici-
pated coming of the Lord. “We’d
better cash in while we can,” say
those who want to ride the crest of
the wave. But even their reasons or
motives still declare a truth—our
salvation is nearer now.

Is Jesus coming back soon? Is our
salvation at hand? So many people,
looking at terrorism and war,
famine and earthquakes, want to
know. Is this the time; is today the
day? There is one certainty: The
apostle Paul, burdened about the

way believers were living, said,
“…our salvation is nearer now than
when we first believed”(Romans
13:11). It could be today, or it
could be before morning; we live
in anticipation—our salvation is
nearer now.

Those So-called Certain Signs
Some years ago a man became so
convinced that the time was near
for the return of Jesus that he sold
his house, along with all his 
belongings, and waited. What was
the point? Why bother? He could
just as well have been ready inside
his house as outdoors looking up.
And was he standing there with his
hands full of the money he got
from selling everything?

Europe was so frightened when
Napoleon and his armies were on

the loose that people said, “Surely
the Lord will come now.” Then it
was Hitler and his cronies, so
wicked, so many dying at their
hands—surely this is the time,
people thought. Communism, a
movement that enslaved millions,
became a certain sign. Surely Jesus
would come. Those who put their
whole being into the certainty of a
particular time only to be found
wrong are forgotten now. 

Even so, some still try to set
dates. History has seen many such
persons who did that, capturing
the interest and sometimes the
hysteria of others for a little while
but now left abandoned along the
roadside of time.

When people who get caught up
in “end-times” thinking start to
wonder, “When will Christ re-

by Roger C. Palms

The signs are right, aren’t
they? This is the time for
Jesus to return—isn’t it?
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turn?” we can tell them, “Nearer
now than when we first believed.”
When some who are watching for
signs to read tell us, “Here’s proof;
surely these are the last days,” we
can say, “Yes, the last days, but not
because of your ‘proof.’” With quo-
tations from Scripture we will hear,
“Look at the wars, the rumors of
wars and all the other things Jesus
said would happen.” Then we can
reply that Jesus told us, “these are
the beginning” (See Matthew 24).
We may know the beginning, but
that doesn’t mean we know the
end. “Be on guard! Be alert!” Jesus
said. “You do not know when that
time will come” (Mark 13:33).

Strong and Steady
The apostle Paul spoke of the last
days in a different way when writing
to the Corinthian church, that
church which seemed to be con-
fused about so many things. He 
encouraged believers to anticipate
the return of Jesus and to hold
steady, saying, “He will keep you
strong to the end, so that you will
be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians
1:8).

The time is nearer now. Will I be
strong? Will I be steady? The time
is getting closer. That’s what we are
told. Be ready, be anticipating, be
strong—right to the end.

When will completion come;
when will Jesus come back? 
Nobody knows the time. But we
can announce to anyone who asks
questions about the future, “Our
salvation is nearer now.” That’s the
one clear certainty. We can build
our lives on that. And we can help
people take hold of God’s offered
strength that each of us will need
until that day. ❑
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● New International Version
● Black bonded leather
● Reader’s helps include: 
Indexes of promises, prayers,
perspectives, ministry of Jesus,
prayers of Jesus, Old Testament
miracles and miracles of Jesus.
● Ask for item #B237

● New Living Translation
● Navy bonded leather
● Belt-loop closure
● Reader’s helps include:
Indexes of great stories, great
verses and great topics of the
Bible, footnotes.
● Ask for item #B239

Either Bible $25 including shipping
To order call toll-free 1-800-309-4466
Available only in the U.S. and Canada—while supplies last!

of two fine compact Bibles containing the entire Old and New
Testaments plus many features usually found only in full-size
Bibles. Each Bible is a slim 3/4 inch thick, 41/2 inches wide and
65/8 inches long—bound in genuine bonded leather, with ribbon
marker, words of Jesus in red and presentation page.

Your choice... 

Worried
about the 

“end times”?
Greg Albrecht’s new book,

Revelation Revolution is a
refreshing, long-awaited

oasis for weary travelers in
the midst of the desert of

prophetic speculation.
Revelation Revolution is a

grace-based and Christ-centered look at
this critically important last book of the Bible. Find
out more about Revelation Revolution—and how to

order your copy—on the back cover of this magazine!
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