Joseph's

izarre. I guess that’s about

the only word I can find to

describe what was going on

there. I mean, now, to look
at Jesus running around playing with the
other children, everything seems so natural.
But there was nothing natural about his

birth, or, for that matter, his conception.

I thought my mother was going to pass
out when I told her about Mary. My dad
just sat down and wept. He didn’t speak for
hours. My uncles were full of it. “Put her
away—it’s clear that that’s the only thing
you can do. There’s nothing you can do to
salvage her reputation, but think of your

”

own.

I just remember being
so sad for so long. I
spent a lot of
time out in the
fields on my
own. Nobody
would speak to
me anyway. [ will
never forget that
night I had a dream,
and it was all so clear.
" An angel came to
’ . me in the dream.
Not that I

know a whole lot about angels or talk to
them all the time. But I know one thing. It
was an angel who spoke to me that night,

as sure as my name is Joseph.

What he said made such sense and no
sense at the same time. It was surreal to
think that God was using Mary to be a
catalyst for the Messiah. And yet what the
angel said restored my faith in Mary, and it
tallied with what she had said and with
what had happened to her cousin
Elizabeth. It squared with all I knew about
Mary as a godly and beautiful person.

After the dream, I remember having an
unshakeable conviction that this was from
the Lord. I didn’t know how to explain it,
but I knew that God was in it. And just like
his cousin John, this baby was to have a
special purpose in life, and I was to be a

part of it. A big part of it, as it turns out.

They were hard times too, as well as
unusual. There was the look on Mary’s face
when there was nowhere to sleep and we
were both exhausted from travelling. She
smiled disbelievingly when we were put in
the stable, but at least it was warm if
nothing else. They say, “If you didn’t laugh
you would cry.” Well, we did both.

Then just after the baby was born we
had visitors. I thought the shepherds
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had come to tell us that we were
sleeping in the wrong place and ask
us to kindly move on, but they
didn’t.

They just bowed down and wept
with joy at our baby boy. They were
saying all sorts of things about him
and everything pointed in the same
direction. What the angel said, what
Mary said, what I was saying—all of
us were saying the same thing—this
baby Jesus was truly Christ the Lord.
This was the fulfillment of Scripture.
This was the Hope of Israel. This was
God with us. And I had to look after

him.

I was filled with a sense of awe, of
wonder and worship. I still am, but I
guess I've just got to get on with it
and do my best. The One who called
us is faithful, and he knows what he
is doing. May his will be done, in his

life as well as mine. Q

Stanley McMahon has always been
passionate about communicating the
Word of God in a vibrant manner,

whether through speaking or writing.

Having served the Lord for many years

in Italy, he is currently a pastor in
Northern Ireland.
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Bethlehem Blues

Just a bed I'm looking for O Lord
To rest my weary bones

Just to give my feet a break

From the dust and from the stones.

| can’t believe when | get here
There’s no room in the inn
Thought it was going to be alright
That | could settle in.

When | look up at the stars tonight
When | think of what You said

That the Saviour of the world, I'd bear
| can only shake my head.

The wonder of it all, my Lord

Is not that You should come

But that You even could consider me
To be Your humble home.

And as | lay me down to sleep
With Joseph by my side
| wonder what the future holds
For the baby that | hide.

| must confess I'm terrified

Lord, this is my first child.

Are You really sure You've got it right?
My mind is going wild.

So give me strength, dear Lord | pray
Let me know Your presence deep

| can’t do this on my own O Lord
Come close and help me sleep.

By Stanley McMahon

11




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


