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y late and dearly missed

friend, Rusty Anderson, told

me a couple of years ago that
he really liked Christmas...except for
Jesus.

Now that was a twist! Most Chris-
tians I know complain about the way
Christ has been taken out of Christ-
mas, and they act like maniacs every
time they see “X-mas” or “Happy Holi-
days.” It’s quite fashionable in many
religious circles to decry the way
pagans have taken away the true
meaning of Christmas.

So I asked Rusty why he would say
something like that.

He said that he really liked the par-
ties, the time with family, the presents,
the great food and the fun of Christ-
mas, but there was always this feeling
in the back of his mind that he really
should be doing something “reli-
gious.” He said that Jesus kept messing
up his good time.

I don’t remember whether it was
Rusty or me who then made the joking
comment that there ought to be one
religious and one secular Christmas at
different times of the year—so we
could do religious things on one
Christmas and, on the other, we could
party.

Christmas is a time when I think
about and am thankful for my friends
who are now home with Christ. I sus-
pect that Rusty and Jesus have had a
conversation about the whole idea of
Christmas.

Rusty was on intimate terms with
Jesus before he died, and I'm sure that
didn’t change—it only deepens—in
heaven.
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“Lord,” Rusty would say, “there’s
been something that has bothered me
for a long time. See, I really liked
Christmas, but I always felt guilty

about it. Seemed that the really reli-
gious people kept trying to remember
you at the parties...and I kept trying to
forget you.”

Rusty, I love you, but that’s neurotic.

“I know, but you loved me anyway.
Right?”

Of course I did. And, just so you know, I
loved you at the parties even when you
weren’t thinking about me. I loved you even
when you were just having a good time.

“Really, Lord?”

Really.

Where did you get the idea that I was
against parties? I loved the Puritans, too.
But they were a sour bunch around
Christmas. They had this thing about not
celebrating with Christmas trees and pre-
sents. I tried to tell them that I liked the
parties, too.

But they were very religious and never
more so than at Christmas. In fact, some-
times they were so religious they couldn’t
hear what I was saying to them about the
whole Christmas thing. Do you know
what your problem was?

“Well, I've seen a lot that I didn’t no-
tice before I got here and, as you know,
I have rejoiced in your forgiveness and
your grace each time I discovered
where I got it wrong or did it wrong. I
get the feeling that you’'re going to
show me something else...and that is
about Christmas.”

Yes, I am...but don’t look so serious.
Your problem (and your friend Steve’s, too)
was that you wanted me to be Lord, but
you only wanted me to be Lord of religious
stuff. If I'm Lord, I'm Lord at the parties,
too.

I didn’t go back in the church every time
you had a party. I was at the party. I
rejoiced with you, laughed with you and
celebrated with you just as much at the
parties as I did at church.

Don’t you remember what Peter, my ser-
vant, said to Cornelius? He said that I
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was ‘Lord of all.” Didn’t you believe
him? After all, it was in the Bible and
you were always reading the Bible.

I guess I forgot.

Well, try and remember it. And
while we’re talking, do you remember
what the angel said to the shepherds
on the first Christimas?

Of course I do. After all, I went
to seminary.

We have to talk about that some-
time, too. But for now, I want you to
think about what the angel said:
“Don’t be afraid, I bring you good
tidings of great joy which shall be to
all people.”

So, you're saying that the parties
were okay...even if they weren’t
religious. That’s good. I need to
remember that.

You will. I'll keep reminding
you...forever...and ever...and that
with great joy! In fact, I was thinking
that we would have a party here on
Christmas.

We’'ll sing some Christmas songs—
some won’t be religious—and we’ll
laugh and have a good time. So many
of the sour ones who are here missed
the parties when they were on earth.
After they realize how much fun they
missed, I'm going to make it up to
them.

Really?

Of course. This is, after all, heaven.
Did you think that all you would do
would be to sit around singing
hymns? That’s what they do in the
other place.

Some of you are probably think-
ing, “Steve, that’s blasphemous!”

Maybe you're right. I struggle
with being a Scrooge at Christmas,
too. But I don't really believe what
I wrote is blasphemous.

In fact, I believe that a great part
of Christmas is the celebration of
the High King of Heaven'’s victory
over all other philosophies and
religions.

That’s why we can borrow tradi-
tions like the Christmas tree, the
decorations, the idea of presents
and other traditions from pagans,
because Jesus won!

He asked me to remind you. Q

—Steve Brown
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