e first time
my father died,
he was eleven
years old and
in charge of the family
still in the hills south-
west of the home farm.
As the hot day wended
on, he not only grew
tired of the monotony of
watching the still—he
wasn’t a reader and the
family couldn’t afford
books anyway, and in
1930 there were no cell-
phones—but he grew
thirsty. He remembered
the lip-smacking satisfac-
tion and the aaaahs of
delight of the older generation, so
despite the warnings he’d gotten
against imbibing, he decided to sip
a bit of the brew.

He knocked out the dirt from an
old pork and beans can, filled it up
and drank. When it was empty, he
refilled it. Several times. Late that
evening, when he didn’t come
home for supper, my grandparents
took a lantern and a horse and
found him, cold, stiff and unre-
sponsive.

They got him home and laid
him out on a plank across the liv-
ing room table while they built a
pine coffin and grieved.

In the morning a stream of
neighbors came to pay their re-
spects, then afterwards sat in the
creaking chairs on the weathered
boards of the front porch dis-
cussing the hot weather, the poor
crops, the suffering animals...any-
thing except the death of a young
boy. About noon my grandmother
let out a blood-curdling scream,
and everybody rushed inside to see
what was wrong. Nothing, actual-
ly. They found my bleary-eyed
future father sitting up in his cof-
fin, a mighty sick and hung over
little boy—not dead as they‘d
thought, but very alive.

My father died once more in
1944 during World War II, leading
a troop of GIs to blow up an
enemy ammo dump at night be-
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hind enemy lines in Belgium. The
telegram to my mother from the
U.S. War Department said he had
been KIA—Killed in action—so she
grieved for five long days, and
then she received a correction—
MIA—missing in action, a POW
until near the end of the war in
1945, when he returned. If not, of
course, I wouldn’t be around to tell
the tale. Some of the more irrever-
ent members of our family might
laughingly suggest that my father
and Jesus have at least one thing in
common: Resurrection. Though I
would never say that. These are
not the only near-deaths in our
family. We have a history of them.

My younger brother Ron once
smashed his bike into the driver’s
door of a moving car when he was
12, and his life flashed before his
eyes. For years afterwards, Ron be-
lieved he was supposed to have
died in that crash (he was not seri-
ously injured) but clouds blocked
out God’s vision, and the fact that
Ron was supposed to have died
was missed, put on hold (much the
same as what had occurred in a
movie about the time.) For many
years afterwards, Ron believed the
mistake could be discovered at any
moment, and he could be whisked
away. He used that concept to con-
done some outlandish behavior for
a couple of decades afterwards.

My older brother, Bob, collapsed

These experiences help remind us to check our lives
and see if we are going in the right direction, a
14 direction pleasing to God...
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in the jungles of Brazil,
and again in his car on
the main street of Bis-
marck, North Dakota. If
not for quick thinking
by his wife (a nurse), he
could have died each
time.

After sliding my car
into a snow bank on a
curve out in the coun-
try, I nearly died in a
blizzard—foolishly walk-
ing a mile on crutches
in temperatures below
zero. I was a high school
basketball coach who
would make the final
decision on whether an
important basketball game would
be played that night, and I had to
inform my primarily farm students
not to come to town to the bus be-
cause the game would be called
off. (There were no cell-phones in
1972, either.)

Another time, blood clots broke
loose inside my leg, traveled
through my heart and lodged in
my lungs. My doctor looked at me
in the hospital a couple of days
later and said, “Mr. Vossler, you
should be dead.”

Though my father has died, the
rest of us are all very much in the
land of the living, thanks to the
grace of God. These happenstances
remind us that we are all mortal and
finite. God will not, as a British
writer once hoped on his deathbed,
“Make an exception (to dying) for
me.” These experiences help remind
us to check our lives and see if we
are going in the right direction, a di-
rection pleasing to God—a direction
wherein we love our neighbors as
ourselves, a direction wherein we
strive to make the world a better
place—even if it is only in our little
corner of the world.

We will all truly die only once,
of course, but the good news is
that if we believe, we will be
reborn to live in the Kingdom of
God never to die again. Forever
and ever. 4

Minnesota resident Bill Vossler is
the author of several books and 2,500
magazine articles.

THE PLAIN TRUTH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


