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About This Issue
In this issue we are delighted to welcome Jim Fowler,

a new  columnist.  Jim will not only appear regularly as a
columnist (“Parodies of Piety”), but he will serve as our
editorial/theological consultant.  I first met Jim Fowler
last year, and I quickly realized that we have many mutual
beliefs and dreams.  Our compatibilities have made Jim a
wonderful new addition to our team.  Jim is a pastor, with a pastor’s heart, as
well as being widely published.  He brings many academic achievements and
insights to be shared in many of the ongoing ministries of PTM.  You’ll want
to take some time to “chew on” his column. Welcome, Jim!

What happens to spiritual life when beliefs collapse?  What happens to
the soul when its foundations are rocked? Can spiritual health survive and
even thrive after a devastating upheaval?  Managing Editor Monte
Wolverton explores this topic in “When Beliefs Collapse.”   

As the evening news continues to alert us to the bloodshed in the
Middle East, British author and pastor Stephen Sizer examines “American
Apocalypse—Anxious for Armageddon?”  

This season brings a focus on parents and on marriage, through days
dedicated to mothers and fathers and the anniversaries many celebrate in
May and June. In “Pictures of a Father,” Bill Vossler shares a poignant,
spiritually palpable story which may help you heal from dysfunctional
relationships you have experienced.  Rich Maffeo reflects on love and
marriage in “Weathered Love.”  

As always, we appreciate your feedback.  Let us know how we can
improve our service.  Tell us what you like and what you don’t.  We’ll be back
in your mailbox in two months with more spiritual nourishment for your soul.

—Greg Albrecht, Editor-in-chief

®



I must agree, “church is something we
are—not someplace we go.” 

Oregon

I must comment on the article “Why I
Don’t Go to Church Anymore.” I was
surprised the editors passed this article
off as “plain truth.” The author should
locate Hebrews 10:25 (in any version)
which definitely states believers should
not forsake assembling themselves
together as the day approaches. To ignore
this scripture and write a negative article
like this is a big mistake. I must complain. 

California

• Hebrews 10:25 is not a foundational
statement that demands church be “held” 
in a building with other people. Many
mistakenly have the idea that we must “go
to” church—but church is more than a
building to which we travel. Church is what
we are. We are the body of Christ. While
some suggest that Hebrews 10 is saying that
we must never miss a church service that is
held in a geographical location, there is no
imperative here that tells us that we can
only worship in the physical presence of a
church building with lots of other people.
Jesus said that he would be with us, even
when only two or three are gathered
together (Matthew 18:20). 

Christians and Superstition
First of all, thank you for the pleasure

of reading your magazine. As soon as I
finish an issue, I anxiously await the next
one! I have a question from the Jan/Feb
2007 issue. In your cover story you talk
about “practicing more harmful
superstitions without knowing it…silly
practices maintained by well-meaning
Christians.” You give, as one example,
saying “God bless you” after a sneeze.
What’s the harm in blessing someone,
regardless of the reason? To suggest not
saying it because it has superstitious
origins seems legalistic to me, and that’s a
surprise coming from you all at PTM. 

Email

• Yes, the list of superstitions we
published in the Jan/Feb 2007 PT includes
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Escape from Slavery
Your March/April 2007 issue contains

many interesting and provocative articles.
The story of Harriet Tubman was so well
written that I clipped it out and filed it for
future reference, as it told of this
remarkable woman. Thanks for this article.

California

After reading your March/April 2007
issue, I am beginning to realize that you
are definitely filling a spiritual need for
people such as myself, who have been
hurt (and also perhaps hurt other people)
spiritually because of captivity to religion
and legalism. I believe you are doing a
very worthwhile work of helping
wounded spirits heal from the effects of
religious bondage of various forms. I
commend all of you at PTM and will
endeavor to sacrifice and contribute more
to your wonderful work.  

Canada

Why I Don’t Go to
Church Anymore

Your March/April 2007 Plain Truth
went a hair over the line, in my opinion. I
agree that a lot of churches, doctrines, etc.
are unbiblical, but you are getting a little
too far into it. I agree that it’s healthy to
discuss the pitfalls of organized religion,
but I have just had too much of it now.
Please cancel my subscription. 

Colorado

Thank you for the article “Why I Don’t
Go to Church Anymore” by Wayne
Jacobsen. I was a pastor for twenty-seven
years in an evangelical church. I have
never thought about not going to church
on Sunday morning.  But after reading
your article and giving it a lot of thought,



“a few silly beliefs and practices….” As you
say, not saying “God bless you” because it
has some tainted origins is itself legalistic.
We are free in Christ about such traditions
and conventions. We are not free, however,
to imply to someone else that they are
required to say “God bless you.”

Going Above and Beyond
I whole-heartedly agree with Greg

Albrecht’s “Commentary” in the Jan/Feb
2007 issue. I think the word “love” is left
out too much. If you do things (works) for
the love you have for the Lord, then it is
just for the pure love and joy of doing so,
and rewards do not even enter into your
thoughts. You are simply doing God’s will
to please him and are humbled at the
privilege of knowing him and the offer to
receive his mercy and unfailing love. But if
you are thinking about what you will
receive in return, this is unprofitable.

Texas

Christianity Without the
Religion

I just wanted to thank you all for the
good work you are doing in Christ. I
wanted to let you know that a local radio
station is now airing CWR twice a month.
I simply download it from the Internet
and send it to the local Christian radio
station. They love it and are happy to give
it airtime when they have an open slot.

Canada

I appreciate worshipping online with you
and everyone at CWR. I very much enjoy
your method and approach to teaching the
Bible, with stories and humor, but always
with deep respect for the Bible. I also want
to thank everyone at PTM for all the
resources and great reading material. 

Iowa 

After listening to today’s message, it
dawned on me why Jesus came to this earth
when he did. There never was or would be
again a more “religious” group of people
than the Pharisees. And religion being the
single most detrimental thing to people’s
relationship with God, his timing was right
on! I always thought that with modern
technology more people could have been
reached. But reaching people was never the
obstacle—the obstacle was the deception
that Jesus’ sacrifice was incomplete. 

Ohio

I can’t tell you how much your ministry
means to me. I attend CWR, read your
books, Plain Truth magazine and monthly
letters, and I am pleased to financially
contribute to PTM. I am 84 years old, and
I still live in my home alone. I have taught
an adult Sunday school class for 52 years.
I receive so much helpful insight and
enlightenment from your ministry helping
me to be a more effective teacher of the
gospel. I will continue to serve the Lord
to the best of my ability as long as I can.

North Carolina

Between Religious Rocks
and Life’s Hard Places

As a pastor I have started to reach out
to Christians who no longer go to church,
but who are really interested in God and
Christianity. Many of these wonderful
people are, for one reason or another,
disenfranchised from organized
Christianity. They hang out at McDonald’s,
so that’s where I meet them. I took your
new book along with me and read them
some of your answers. One of the big hits
was the Q&A titled, “Movies, Beer and
Rock ‘n Roll.” This book is going to help
many—thank you for the warm and
humble tone in which it is written. 

Illinois

I have asked many questions of pastors
and religious authorities in my 50 years on
this earth. I have never had the positive
and uplifting experience I am now having
reading your book, Between Religious
Rocks and Life’s Hard Places. For the first
time I feel like I am beginning to see a
glimpse of God’s grace. All my life my
questions have been met with yelling,
belittling and even anger—that I would
presume to even ask a question of an
authority. Thanks for helping me see a little
more about the one true God—religion
completely misrepresented him to me.

Texas 

You have confronted the “elephant in
the living room.” Some people have a
hard time daring to challenge the status
quo when it comes to religion. Thanks to
you all at PTM for showing the way!

North Carolina

• See the back cover of this issue for
details about how to order Between
Religious Rocks and Life’s Hard Places.
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