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About This Issue
We believe you are in for a treat—this issue combines text and graphics

in a captivating way (if we do say so ourselves!), so get ready to enjoy some
grace-based reading/viewing!  While we try to stay away from topics that may
wind up in some rock-throwing-fest better suited to radio talk shows than the
gospel, at the same time, we absolutely believe that controversial subjects with
Christ-centered significance need to be aired-out.  Thus, our cover story,
“Global Warming—Or Hot Air?” Please take note (pg. 12) that we want to
know your opinion about how Christians should view this hot-button topic!
We are, of course, looking for grace-based insight, not political rhetoric.

We often say that Plain Truth is challenging and Christ-centered.  This
issue is a great illustration of our claim—with articles like: 1) “Good Mom—
Selfish Mom.” Are all moms who go to work abandoning their children?  
2) “No Curfew—Are You Crazy?”  Since God bases our relationship with
him in his grace and trust, how can we in turn reflect God’s love in our lives?
3) “I Am What’s Wrong with the Church.”  It’s easy to throw rocks and
accuse others within the body of Christ regarding their shortcomings—but
what about taking a closer look in the mirror? 4) “The Assignment.” God
shows up in unexpected places. 

If you like what you’re reading in Plain Truth, please let us know. If you
appreciate the many outreach efforts of Plain Truth Ministries (PTM),
please let us know that as well. We love receiving letters—and we deeply
appreciate donations to the ongoing work of Plain Truth Ministries. We need
your help with increasing costs of media ministry. If you’re already a Partner
in this work—thank you! If you’re not, and you have been spiritually
nourished by what we do, please know that others need the same spiritual
feast.  Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help.  

—Greg Albrecht, Editor-in-chief 
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• We’ve received a number of
cancellations because of our July/August
article, “The Gathering Storm of
Fundamentalism.” While we regret these
cancellations, Plain Truth will continue to
alert readers to the dangerous pitfalls of
legalism—wherever we may find them.

Trapped in the
Watchtower

Thank you for your July/August article,
“Trapped in the Watchtower.” My
husband and I were Jehovah’s Witnesses
for more than 12 years. We left about
three years ago, but we are continuing to
struggle with issues of faith due to our
long-term involvement in a cult. I am
doing a little better than my husband,
because I was a Christian prior to joining
the Witnesses, and I have been able to
renew my relationship with Christ. 

Please pray for our children, that
someday they may come to accept Christ
in their lives. I pray every day that God
continues to support your wonderful
ministry. God is surely using you in a
wonderful way to help release his dear
children from captivity to religious
systems that abuse and mistreat them.
God bless you all.

Massachusetts

The Power of Praise
In your July/August issue I read an

article entitled “The Power of Praise,” by
Bobby Winters. One of the lines in that
article jumped out at me so much that I
cut it out and pasted it inside my Bible.
Bobby Winters writes, “I believe we are
all made in the image of God and when
we take time to get to know someone
else, we are seeing what God looks like
from another angle.”  

I have had that same thought myself
for years but never knew how to express
it! In my mind, all of creation was meant
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The Gathering Storm of
Fundamentalism

PTM has been such a Godsend to me
and several of my friends. I grew up in a
fundamentalist church which was so
legalistic and narrow-minded that they
wouldn’t allow some other members of
their own denomination to take
communion with them. They even
supported getting prayer out of the schools,
because they didn’t want their kids praying
with kids from other denominations.

Thank God for PTM! I now know that it
is totally and completely by God’s grace
through Christ’s redeeming work that I am
saved and that I can do nothing to “earn”
or “prove myself worthy” to receive it. May
God continue to work through PTM to
help people like me learn the truth and
break away from bad news religious
organizations.

New York

I was glad to see you examine
fundamentalism. I believe in the ministry of
PTM, and I appreciate that you proclaim
the message of grace with humor. Boy, do
we Christians need to learn to lighten up!

Tennessee

I am a fundamentalist, believing the list
of fundamental doctrines listed in your
July/August Plain Truth. I thought ya’ll
were fundamentalists too, the problem
being legalism (which your recent issue
equates to “fundamentalism”). I think I see
your point, but it is a mistake for you to
attack fundamentalism. Some of my secular
friends attack me for fundamentalism, and
I don’t need fellow Christians supporting
them. I am afraid you have created a mess
for your ministry. I was really finding your
articles and website helpful in my walk
with the Lord, but this has changed things.
Unless you get back to legalism as the
problem, I will cancel my subscription.

Texas

Please cancel my subscription. I was
offended by your articles regarding
fundamentalism. Your theology is in
error. Time will reveal this to you.

New York 



to paint a complete picture of God, but
because of sin and the fall, whole pieces
of the picture are missing.  Then we will
see God completely, but now we see
“through a glass, darkly.” 

North Carolina

When Beliefs Collapse
My adult son became a Mormon last

year and is very committed to that “bad
news religion.” Your May/June Plain
Truth article on Mormonism (and your
website) has given me much direction in
this area. As a matter of fact, the Mormon
missionaries have given up on converting
me because I had such a wealth of
information on this topic from PTM.
Thank you for all you do. God bless! 

New Hampshire

The Key Is in the Tears
I just finished Steve Brown’s article,

“The Key Is in the Tears” in the May/June
issue. It blew me away! How convicting
anything is when you can see the person’s
emotion tied to it. If someone corrected
me with tears in their eyes, I think I’d
really take it seriously! I also enjoyed
Susan Reedy’s article “Hitting Rock
Bottom” in the same issue.  Her column
reminded me of a story that compared a
person arriving late to an AA meeting
and arriving late to church services. In the
first, the person is greeted warmly with
affirmation that others were simply glad
they were there. In the latter, disapproving
glances are shot at the person. It doesn’t
take a rocket scientist to figure out which
meeting the person will continue to go to.

Texas

Christianity Without the
Religion

I was a member of a church for 25
years, but I quit going because of a health
issue. I would continue going if not for
this most unusual disease called “cervical
dystonia.” It is a rare disorder—only a
few hundred thousand have it. It causes

my head to rotate to the right and lock
there. It is very painful and embarrassing.

I feel guilty about not attending
church and would like to continue going,
but this physical problem makes it painful
to look at the pulpit for any length of
time. Plus, I have to continually answer
questions from well-meaning people. I
feel like such a sinner for not going to
church services, but I know it is because
of many years of legalistic training. 

Surely God understands my pain and
doesn’t hold it against me if I don’t attend
church, right? I guess I just need to hear
that I am still okay with God—even
though I am not okay with attending
services anymore. 

Texas  

• You should not feel “like such a
sinner” for not attending services in a
building—and yes, that reaction of guilt is
from years of legalistic training and the
virus of religious legalism that infects us
all. God not only understands your pain,
but in Jesus he knows it—he has borne it.
He knows it in ways that we won’t fully
appreciate on this side of eternity. 

Your salvation does not depend on
church attendance or any other external
actions you may perform. Your salvation is
given to you by God’s grace, and it is
based on the intimate relationship God
offers each of us. 

We invite you to join us for online
worship services—Christianity Without the
Religion—anytime, 24/7, at our website,
www.ptm.org.  

Between Religious Rocks
and Life’s Hard Places

I was so enthused after receiving my
copy of Religious Rocks that I took it
with me to a small group meeting. I read
several questions and answers from the
book to the group, and they could not
believe the warm and loving way in which
these questions are answered. One said
that your answers were a “breath of fresh
air” compared to the dogmatic answers
they have received in the past. Thanks for
this great book! 

Indiana

• For information on how to order
Between Religious Rocks and Life’s Hard
Places, call us at 800-309-4466 or visit our
website, www.ptm.org. 
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Christianity Without the Religion is a pending
U.S. trademark.

OUR WEBSITE
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Plain Truth archives for past articles, to find
out more about Plain Truth Ministries and
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update your address.

SUBMISSIONS
The Plain Truth rarely publishes unsolicited
manuscripts. Please review our writers
guidelines at our website (www.ptm.org)
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with query. The publisher assumes no
responsibility for return of unsolicited
artwork, photographs or manuscripts.
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The Plain Truth is published by Plain Truth
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