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Forgiven. Accepted. Loved.

So there!

've just been through a rather heavy

travel and work time. It was one of

those times when the fear is that
one simply can’t get done all one must
do. Now my schedule is better and
everything is slower...and it’s driving
me crazy. Over the last few months I
have begged the Father for more time,
for a slower pace and for a little bit of
breathing room. Now that I have it, I
don’t know what to do with it.

We used to have a German Shepherd
who chased motorcycles. I have no idea
what he would have done with one if
he caught it. Well, I've caught the “mo-
torcycle,” and I feel out of place...sort
of like I ought to be doing something
else or, at least, something more.

Desert Spirituality

I've been reading a book about the
desert fathers by Henri Nowen. The
book is mostly the material that
Nowen gave at a seminar at Yale Divin-
ity School, and it has been a pleasant
surprise. The book is titled, The Way of
the Heart, Desert Spirituality and Contem-
porary Ministry. Let me share a passage:
“In solitude I get rid of my scatfold-
ing: no friends to talk with, no phone
calls to make, no meetings to attend, no
music to entertain, no books to distract,
just me—naked, vulnerable, weak, sin-
ful, deprived, broken—nothing. It is
this nothingness that I have to face in
my solitude, a nothingness so dreadful
that everything in me wants to run to
my friends, my work, my distractions so
that I can forget my nothingness and
make myself believe that I am worth
something. But that is not all. As soon
as I decide to stay in my solitude, con-
fusing ideas, disturbing images, wild
fantasies and weird associations jump
about in my mind like monkeys in a
banana tree. Anger and greed begin to
show their ugly faces. I give long, hos-

tile speeches to my enemies and dream
lustful dreams in which I am wealthy,
influential and very attractive—or
poor, ugly and in need of immediate
consolation. Thus I try to run from the
dark abyss of my nothingness and re-
store my false self in all its vain glory.”

Relearning Lessons

Every time I have time, I have to re-
learn some very important things.
First, I remember that all the stuff that
made me busy really wasn’t that im-
portant. “Be still, and know that I am
God; I will be exalted among the na-
tions, I will be exalted in the earth”
(Psalm 46:10). In other words, in the
silence I remember God is ultimately
important.

I saw one of my old books, on a re-
mainder table the other day, on sale for
ten cents. I thought about how hard I
worked on that book, and how impor-
tant I thought it was when I wrote it.
Now, they were selling it for ten cents.
When I complained to God, he said I
should be glad they could get ten cents.

Someone told me about a funeral di-
rector who closed all of his letters with
“Eventually Yours.” The truth is that
the funeral director will be “Eventually
His,” and so will everyone. When one
isn’t so busy, one thinks about one’s
death and that has a way of putting
things into perspective. John Wesley
said, “God buries His workmen and
goes on with His work. Hallelujah!”

Secondly, when I have time, I learn
to face not only the reality of my
unimportance, but I have to face the
reality of my own sin. “Woe to mel!... I
am ruined! For I am a man of unclean
lips, and I live among a people of un-
clean lips...” (Isaiah 6:5).

If you do what I do for a living, you
find that people have a tendency to
think of you more highly than they
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ought to think. If you read enough
affirming letters, preach enough
sermons, write enough books and
say enough spiritual things, you
begin to believe it. But when the
storm dies down, you realize that
God isn’t impressed at all.

Oliver Cromwell, in a prayer he
prayed shortly before his death in
1658, said, “Teach those who look
too much on Thy instruments to
depend upon Thyself.... And par-
don the folly of this short prayer.”

Thirdly, when I have time, I
learn not only to face the reality of
my unimportance and the reality
of my sin, I face the reality of my
own weakness. “I am like a man
without strength” (Psalm 88:4).

Unimportant, But Loved

But finally and best, after God
shows me that what I do isn’t that
important, after he reminds me of
my sin and shows me my weak-
ness, he laughs and hugs me. Jesus
said, “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy and my burden
is light” (Matthew 11:28-30).

My friend, Jim Kennedy, I am
told, was walking through a ceme-
tery. He noticed the impressive
tombstones listing all that those
buried under the stones had done.
One stone, however, impressed
him. It gave a name, the date of
birth and the date of death. Then
there was one word: “Forgiven!”

That’s what I'm going to put on
my tombstone...with a little addi-
tion: “Forgiven. Accepted. Loved.
So, there!”

I have some time and since God
doesn’t need my help for a while
and since he loves me, I think I'll
do something spiritual for a while.
Maybe get a milk shake or read a
novel or go for a walk on the
beach. If you have some time and
belong to him, you can do stuff
like that, too.

He asked me to remind you. Q

—Steve Brown

THE PLAIN TRUTH




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


