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parodies

of piety

The Land Dispute

A parody is a comic caricature, a ludicrous likeness, an absurd analogy, a
ridiculous representation which exposes a particular reality by comparing it
to another of a different order. Parodies can be a useful literary tool to
expose the “red herrings” of diversions which distract attention from real
issues. By the use of parody one can be direct yet subtle at the same time.
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any centuries ago in the old country

a parcel of land was identified and

acquired. The old land deed duly
records that the property boundary ran
“from the large rock on the southeast cor-
ner, west to the sea, north to the top of the
hill, east to the large oak tree, and south
again to the large rock.” Without precision
instruments to measure latitudinal and lon-
gitudinal bearings and the exact degrees of
direction, this type of land demarcation was
common in old land deeds. The large rock
that marked the southeast corner of the
piece of property was immovable and served
as the fixed point of bearing for the
position of the parcel.

As the years went by the property was
passed down by inheritance from generation
to generation. The heirs
were under the mistaken
impression that the corner-
stone was on the northwest
corner of the lot. The time
came when the heirs decid-
ed to develop the property
commercially. Extensive
planning and construction
transpired. An entire city
division was built, complete
with residences, apartments
and several large churches.
Everything was oriented
around, and attention
directed to, the large corner-
stone to the northwest.

When the regional gov-
ernment decided to mod-
ernize the land maps of the
region, a surveyor was sent
to update the boundary
demarcations. He took
measurements, drove stakes and recorded
his findings. The report concluded that the

entire development had been constructed
on the wrong parcel of land. The owners
and developers were shocked and dismayed.
Needless to say, a land dispute ensued and
litigation has continued for years as to the
culpability for such misdirected develop-
ment.

Meanwhile, over the years, a few simple
souls have been living on the original parcel
of land. Without ornate accommodations
they reside at the top of the hill enjoying
the majestic view of the rock on the south-
east corner, the ocean to the southwest, and
the ancient oak tree to the east. Like their
predecessors and ancestors before them,
they seem to be quite disinterested in the
legalities of land descriptions and the com-
mercialization of physical developments.
They prefer instead to appreciate the serene
beauty of life on the hill.

Organized institutional religion has thought
for many centuries that it was rightly oriented
to the cornerstone of Christianity in Jesus
Christ. They have developed an ecclesiastical
community, the city of “Christendom,” com-
plete with crystal cathedrals. Imagine their
dismay when they are informed that they
have constructed their religious city in the
wrong direction, and are not rightly related to
the “cornerstone.” What they thought was
their “land” does not belong to them.

All along a few Christians have lived simply
in the “land of promise” (Hebrews 11:9), rec-
ognizing they are “built up as a spiritual
house” (1 Peter 2:5), the “house of God” (He-
brews 10:21; Ephesians 2:19), with “Christ
Jesus being the cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20)
thereof. They reside on “Mount Zion, in the
city of the living God” (Hebrews 12:22), “the
city whose architect and builder is God” (He-
brews 11:10), enjoying the life of Jesus Christ.

Will the religious heirs give up all their
materialistic assets and construction plans in
exchange for the simplicity of enjoying life
in the land, city and house that is spiritually
available in Jesus Christ? Q

—Jim Fowler

21




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


