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Bless the Lord who crowns you with tender mer-
cies (Psalm 103, NKJV).

Home for the holidays. As we contem-
plate family gathered around a festive
table with a turkey or ham for the

centerpiece, we have warm feelings. Home is
where we want to be on that special day. Yet,
with traffic jams and airline delays and can-
cellations, our dreams are often deflated.
And even when everyone arrives safely, the
holidays can turn into tension-filled times.

This past Christmas, with extended and
blended family gathered together, a gift-
exchange faux pas—the failure of one to buy
a gift for another—led to hard feelings. 
Advice columns are filled with such stories.
Why, I wondered, does this season create
such high expectations and so much stress? 

Was Mary stressed out, traveling on the
dusty roads to Bethlehem and giving birth
in a stable? Was she frustrated by impractical
gifts brought by the wise men, and did she
wonder what she was expected to give in 
return?  

Sometimes, if we are properly attuned to
the true message of the season, the stress can
be transformed into tender mercies—mercies
that drop from heaven like rain. As I reflect-
ed back on the hassles and hard feelings of
this past holiday season, I was reminded of a
profound illustration of the Incarnation.

It was three days before Christmas. Bernie
May, a pilot serving Wycliffe Bible Transla-
tors in the Amazon jungle, was delivering
emergency medical supplies to a remote vil-
lage—his last assignment before returning to
his wife and boys at a mission station six
hours away. 

The flight and the landing on the river in
his pontoon plane had been uneventful. 
He had fulfilled his deed of mercy and was 
settling down for the night with a sense of
satisfaction. 

After a night’s sleep in his make-shift ham-
mock tied between two trees, he would be

rested for the flight home to his family. But
he was awakened in the night. A steady rain
had begun falling. Minutes turned into hours
as he waited for dawn. But for two days and
two nights he was stuck in the rainforest as
the rain fell, with no break in the dense
cloud cover that reached into the jungle
canopy. 

Wrapped in his soggy sleeping-bag, Bernie
May was stressed out and consumed with
loneliness and self-pity:

It was Christmas Eve, and night was descend-
ing on the jungle. There was no way I could get
back home. 

Back in Pennsylvania, my folks would have
returned from church and Mother would be get-
ting the turkey ready. Outside, the snow would
be falling past the window. The big tree, with
the star on top, would be standing, as always, in
its corner.

But much closer than Pennsylvania were
the ones he most wanted to gather into his
arms. He had managed to radio his wife. He
could hear the tears in her voice. She would
tell the boys. Now he was alone again in the
jungle—alone, but for the night sounds and
his own anguish. “‘Oh God,’ he moaned,
‘I’m in the wrong place.’” 

But as it turns out, he wasn’t in the wrong
place. Had he been in the “right” place he
might have missed out on a tender mercy—
a profound lesson of the Incarnation.

That night, under my mosquito net I had a
visitation from God—something like those shep-
herds must have had on the hills of Bethlehem.
There were no angels, and no bright light. 

But as I lay there in my hammock, desperately
homesick, I felt I heard God say: “My son, this
is what Christmas is all about. Jesus left heaven
and on Christmas morning he woke up in the
‘wrong place’—a stable in Bethlehem.” 

Christmas means leaving home, not going
home. My only begotten Son did not come home 
for Christmas—he left his home to be with
you.” ❑

—Ruth A. Tucker

…if we are
properly
attuned to the
true message
of the season,
the stress can
be transformed
into tender
mercies—
mercies that
drop from
heaven like
rain.

In the Wrong Place?

NOVEMBER 2008 27



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


