
the public were not so interested
in virtually anyone who writes
on Christianity, it ‘would be
laughed out of court.’”2

E = Empty Tomb
As the historicity of the resurrec-
tion is undermined in the media,
it is crucial that Christians are
prepared to demonstrate that
Jesus was buried and that, on
Easter morning some two thou-
sand years ago, the tomb was in-
deed empty. 
First, liberal and conservation
scholars alike agree that the body
of Jesus was buried in the private
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.
Philosopher and theologian
William Lane Craig points out
that as a member of the Jewish
court that condemned Jesus,
Joseph of Arimathea is unlikely
to be Christian fiction; Jesus’ 

burial in the tomb of Joseph of Ari-
mathea is substantiated by Mark’s
gospel and is, therefore, far too
early to have been the subject of
legendary corruption.3

Furthermore, the earliest Jewish
response to the resurrection of
Christ presupposes the empty
tomb;4 and in the centuries follow-
ing the resurrection, the fact of the
empty tomb was forwarded by 
Jesus’ friends and foes alike.5

Finally, considering the fact that
women in ancient Judaism were
routinely considered to be little

more than chattel, it is remarkable
that the gospel writer’s highlighted
women as the heroines of their
empty tomb accounts.6 This in it-
self is proof positive that the
gospel writers valued truth over
cultural correctness.

In short, early Christianity could
not have survived an identifiable
tomb containing the corpse of
Christ.

A = Appearances
One thing can be stated with iron-
clad certainty: The apostles did not
merely propagate Christ’s teach-
ings; they were absolutely positive
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I
f devotees of the kingdom of
the cults, adherents of world
religions, or liberal scholars
are correct, the biblical ac-
count of the resurrection is

fiction, fantasy or a gargantuan
fraud. If on the other hand, Chris-
tianity is factually reliable, the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
greatest FEAT in human history. 

The resurrection is not merely
important to the historic Christian
faith; without it, there would be
no Christianity. Because of its cen-
trality to Christianity, those who
take the sacred name of Christ
upon their lips must be prepared to
defend the historicity of the resur-
rection. To make the process mem-
orable, I’ve developed the acronym
FEAT. This acronym should serve
as an enduring reminder that, far
from being a gargantuan fraud, the
resurrection is the greatest feat in
the annals of recorded history. 

Each letter in FEAT will serve to
remind us of an undeniable fact of
the resurrection. 

F = Fatal Torment
The fatal suffering of Jesus Christ
as recounted in the New Testament
is one of the most well-established
facts of ancient history. Even in
today’s modern age of scientific
enlightenment, there is a virtual

consensus among New Testament
scholars, both conservative and
liberal, that Jesus died on the cross,
that he was buried in the tomb of
Joseph of Arimathea and that 
his death drove his disciples to de-
spair.1 While noteworthy scholars
throughout history have suggested
that Jesus may have merely
swooned, the evidence clearly
points in a different direction. 

Indeed, believing Jesus merely
swooned must surely stretch
credulity beyond its breaking
point. It would mean that Christ

suffered six trials, a lack of sleep,
the Roman scourge, being spiked
to a cross with a spear wound in
his side. That Jesus survived three
days without medical attention,
single-handedly rolled away an
enormously heavy tomb-stone,
subdued an armed guard, strolled
around on pierced feet and seduced
his disciples into communicating
the myth that he had conquered
death while he lived out the 
remainder of his pathetic life in
obscurity. 

The late Cambridge scholar John
A.T. Robinson suggested the swoon
theory is so fatally flawed that “if

The resurrection is not merely important to the historic
Christian faith; without it, there would be no Christianity. 

b y  H a n k  H a n e g r a a f f



that he had appeared to them in
the flesh. Although we are now
two thousand years removed from
the actual event, we too, can be 
absolutely confident in Christ’s
post-resurrection appearances. 

Paul, for example, points out
that Christ “appeared to more than
five hundred of the brothers at the
same time, most of whom are still
living, though some have fallen
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:6). 

It would have been one thing to
attribute these supernatural experi-
ences to people who had already
died. It was quite another to 
attribute them to multitudes who
were still alive. As the famed New
Testament scholar of Cambridge
University C. H. Dodd points out,
“There can hardly be any purpose
in mentioning the fact that most
of the five hundred are still alive,

unless Paul is saying, in effect, ‘The
witnesses are there to be ques-
tioned.’”7

Moreover, in 1 Corinthians 15:3-
7, Paul is reiterating a Christian
creed that can be traced all the way
back to the formative stages of the
Christian church. Incredibly, schol-
ars of all stripes agree that this
creed can be dated to within three
to eight years of the crucifixion 
itself.8 The short duration between
Christ’s crucifixion and the com-
position of this early Christian
creed precludes the possibility of

legendary corrup-
tion.9

No one summed
up the consensus
of New Testament
scholarship bet-
ter than Professor 
Norman Perrin, the
late New Testament
scholar at the Uni-
versity of Chicago:
“The more we study the tradition
with regard to the appearances, the
firmer the rock begins to appear
upon which they are based.”10

T = Transformation 
What happened as a result of the
resurrection is unprecedented in
human history. In the span of a
few hundred years, a small band of
seemingly insignificant believers
succeeded in turning an entire 
empire upside down. While it is
conceivable that they would have
faced torture, vilification and even
cruel deaths for what they fervently
believed to be true, it is inconceiv-
able that they would have been
willing to die for what they knew
to be a lie. 

Peter, who was once afraid of
being exposed as a follower of
Christ, after the resurrection suf-
fered a martyr’s death. James, the
half-brother of Jesus, who once
hated everything his brother stood
for, after the resurrection calls him-
self “a bond-servant of the Lord
Jesus Christ” (James 1:1 NASB)
and, like Peter, was martyred. Paul
was likewise transformed; once a
ceaseless persecutor of the growing
church, he became the chief prose-
lytizer of the Gentiles. As Simon
Greenleaf, Royall Professor of Law
at Harvard put it, “If it were moral-
ly possible for them to have been
deceived in this matter, every
human motive operated to lead
them to discover and avow their
error…If then their testimony was
not true, there was no possible mo-
tive for this fabrication.”11

Not only did the resurrection of
Christ transform the disciples from
cowards to lions of the faith, but
His resurrection continues to trans-
form lives today. Of one thing I am
certain—if 21st-century Christians

would grasp the significance of res-
urrection like their first-century
counterparts, their lives would be
radically revolutionized. Rather
than being microcosms of the cul-
ture, they would become change
agents. Like a small band of seem-
ingly insignificant believers who
succeeded in turning an empire
upside down, we would leave a
lasting mark on society.

In the end, it all depends on
whether we say we believe in the
resurrection or whether we really 
believe! ❑
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...far from being a gargantuan
fraud, the resurrection 

is the greatest feat in
the annals of recorded

history.

While it is
conceivable

that they
would have

faced
torture,

vilification, and
even cruel deaths

for what they
fervently believed to

be true, it is inconceivable
that they would have
been willing to die for

what they knew to be a lie. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


