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A parody is a comic caricature, a ludicrous likeness, an absurd analogy, a
ridiculous representation which exposes a particular reality by comparing it
to another of a different order. Parodies can be a useful literary tool to
expose the “red herrings” of diversions which distract attention from real
issues. By the use of parody one can be direct yet subtle at the same time.

emember the days when the propri-

etor at the mercantile, the clerk at the

grocery market and the attendant at
the gas station would take the time to really
serve the customer? They regarded pleasant,
helpful service to be their primary
responsibility, whereby they might maintain
loyal, satisfied customers. Their mottoes
were displayed on the wall: “Service with a
smile.” “The customer is always right.”

Today, ours is a society of convenience
stores, fast-foods and self-service. Aptly
referred to as the “Me-generation,” we want
just what we want, and we want it now for
the least price.

Ours is the age of supermarket shopping.
We choose the product of our choice from a
selection of a wide range of varieties. Willing
to purchase not only what we need, but
almost everything we
want, we expect to
find everything at
one location and a
complete stock of
every variety. We pre-
fer that it be on sale,
or at least have a re-
bate, for we refuse to
pay the full price. We
resent having to wait;
we expect immediate ser-

demanding that the com-
modities be delivered to
our door.

Remember when our
mothers and grandmothers
would shop at the local
grocery for fresh food
items, or go down into the food cellar to get
canned food items from the previous season?
They would spend hours, sometimes days,
preparing meals for the family and friends.
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Self-serve Christianity

Mealtimes were a time of meaningful family
fellowship and personal interaction.

Fewer and fewer family meals are prepared
today. When mealtime approaches, we pile
into the car to drive to restaurant row.
“Let’s take a vote. What sounds good to us
today?” Sampling the delicacies of the innu-
merable food preparation establishments, we
cater to whatever suits our taste at the mo-
ment. There are ethnic emphases, culinary
specialties—a smorgasbord to appease every
appetite.

Needing fuel for the automobile, we stop
at the gasoline station. Remember how the
friendly attendant used to come out and
check the oil and water, wash the windows
and pump the gas?

We even used to call it a “service station.”
Few are willing to pay the additional price
for full-service anymore. Instead we pull up
to the “self-serve” island to “pump and pay.”
Having taken on fuel for the week, we drive
off in a hurry to the next convenient, self-
serve satisfaction of our every desire.

It is not difficult to liken the foregoing
shift in consumerism to the contemporary
age of “supermarket Christianity” where we
shop around for the commodities we desire.
Though unwilling to pay the price, we
demand satisfaction of every perceived need
and immediate delivery.

The institutional church has catered to
such consumer Christianity by attempting to
offer a smorgasbord of every delicacy on
restaurant row. “Where shall we go to get
‘fed’ today?” Some even conceive of a gas-
station Christianity where people can “pump
and pay” for a weekly spiritual fill-up.

Whether it be the pleasant personal service
of the past or the self-service style of the pre-
sent, the entire concept of consumer-oriented
Christianity must be challenged. Are we con-
sumers demanding to be served, or are we
Christians, indwelt by Jesus Christ, living and
loving to serve the needs of others?

Self-service Christianity is an abomina-
tion! Let us return to real Christian service
with a smile. O

—Jim Fowler

25




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


