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n high school I was a music
lover. That’s an understate-
ment. [ suppose that’s what
made me vulnerable. A girl I
liked invited me to a “concert” at
her church. “What kind of con-
cert?” I asked. “I don’t know real-
ly,” she lied, “just a live band.
They’re supposed to be really
good.”

Her lie was justifiable, her youth
pastor had explained on Sunday (a
friend later informed me), because
the teenagers in the high schools
don’t realize the precariousness of
their eternal fate. When an
immortal soul is at stake,
sometimes you have to do or
say what’s necessary to get
them to church, he said.

How dumb am I? Of course it
was a rat trap, and I was the
rat. There I was, part of a cap-
tive audience. Things went

HER LIE WAS JUSTIFIABLE, HER
YOUTH PASTOR HAD
EXPLAINED...WHEN AN
IMMORTAL SOUL IS AT STAKE,
SOMETIMES YOU HAVE T0 DO OR
SAY WHAT'S NECESSARY TO GET
THEM TO CHURCH, HE SAID.
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badly for me fast. If you're wonder-
ing why I didn’t just walk out of the
“concert”—I hadn’t driven myself,
being only 15 years old. They’d
picked me up, and it was a longish
drive in the rain at night. I wasn’t
going to call my mommy to rescue
me. There you have it. They were
my ride, and unless I wanted to get
soaked to the bone, I was stuck.
First of all, the band stank. And
the songs stank. I was just sitting

HOw DUMB AM [? OF COURSE IT WAS A
RAT TRAP, AND | WAS THE RAT.
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INVITEDMETOA
“CONCERT" AT HER £:%':
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there minding my own business
when the critical moment came. I
didn’t see the ambush coming. The
lead singer asked everyone who
was “saved” to stand up.

Suddenly I had a choice to make.
I felt the pressure build around me.
It was in the air. I had to choose. I
could stand up and avoid the hu-
miliation that was about to be un-
leashed upon the poor seated
“unsaved” kids, or I could risk stay-
ing seated and hope for the best.

Well, the best was not to happen
for me that night. I should have
run to the bathroom and hid
in a stall until it was over, but
that option didn’t occur to my
15-year-old self because my
folks “raised me up” not to be
rude. (Never mind about the
rudeness that was about to be
inflicted on me!).

I looked around, and as far
as I could see, I was the only
one seated. I felt like a toad-
stool in a giant redwood for-
est. I sat there wondering how
any of these teenagers could
possibly think they knew what
“saved” meant. I wondered
how many of them stood up
to avoid being singled out. I
remember actually praying to
God to help me be brave in
the face of the pressure that

THE PLAIN TRUTH



was about to be applied to my
bone-headed remaining-seated
concert-going self.

“We’re going to pray now for
those who are seated that they
might know the Lord and accept
Jesus into their hearts to make him
the Lord of their lives and be born
again,” the lead singer said (or
something to that effect).

| WAS JUST SITTING THERE MINDING
MY OWN BUSINESS WHEN THE CRITICAL
MOMENT CAME. | DIDN'T SEE THE
AMBUSH COMING. THE LEAD SINGER
ASKED EVERYONE WHO WAS “SAVED”
T0 STAND UP.

He prayed for a long while. Yes,
he started with threats of hell.
There were lots of “Amens” and
tear-filled “Hallelujahs” from my
“friends” in the immediate vicini-
ty. But wait, there’s more!

They asked my friends for my
name. The singer began praying
into the microphone for “Bert’s”
eternal soul. They first subjected
me to entrapment and now I was
betrayed by my buddies. (But it
was entrapment and betrayal for a
“noble cause,” they certainly ratio-
nalized.)

At least I found out at that mo-
ment that there were others seated
like me. My name was not the only
name called. I had part-
ners in crime somewhere
else in the forest of
standing, praying, weep-
ing “Christians.” I felt a
little better knowing I
wasn’t alone.

Why didn’t I just stand
up? I considered it seri-
ously but decided against
it. It wasn’t that I consid-
ered my self “unsaved.” I
didn’t. It was just that I

AT LEAST A DOZEN HANDS

TOUCHED MY SHOULDERS AND HEAD,

AND [ JUST SAT THERE HUMILIATED.
SURELY | WAS THE VICTIM OF THE
LONGEST “MERCY MOLESTING” IN THE
HISTORY OF CHRISTENDOM.

resented their presumption that I
was unsaved (simply because I was
from another denomination I sup-
pose). I resented their assumption
that my status before God was
their business. I resented their
covert conniving to lure me in and
“fix” me. I resented the absurd as-
sertion that just standing up at
their church somehow magically
made me saved. So I sat while the
lead singer prayed for my salva-
tion. But that’s not all.

After a very long prayer support-
ed with tears and whispers of “Yes
Lord,” the singer instructed every-
one to lay hands on those seated as
he prayed. The first hand put on
my head made me really angry.
They had shanghaied me and now
they were violating my personal
space.

I didn’t give anyone permission
to touch me. But they got away
with it because, I presumed, there
were only two ways I could have
stopped them from touching me at
that point. I could physically
protest in some way, push their
hands away, but I worried that
would draw even more unwanted
attention. Or I could stand up and
“get saved!” But I didn’t do either. I
folded. At least a dozen hands
touched my shoulders and head,
and I just sat there humiliated.
Surely I was the victim of the
longest “mercy molesting” in the
history of Christendom.

Bert Gary is author

of Jesus Unplugged,

a book which

examines Gospel
passages that are
regularly avoided or
sanitized by pastors,
teachers and writers
exploring those times
when Jesus said "no"

and when he e
disturbed the peace. ,
Discover Jesus as a
vigorous truth-warrior who slays

falsehoods with a sharp, double-edged
sword. Intended for adults interested in

knowing Jesus better and suited for

personal reading or small group study.
Available through your local bookstore

or at Amazon.com.

My “friends” didn’t talk to me
on the way home. They were pun-
ishing me for something, I guess. I
wondered if the silent treatment
was a planned response designed
to shame recalcitrant heathens
who refuse to knuckle under to
pressure.

I couldn’t believe the hostile at-
mosphere in that car. No one said a
word the entire way home. But I
was glad in a way. I had nothing to
say to them—nothing nice anyway.
They dropped me off in cold si-
lence. Maybe they took it personal-
ly, like I had held out on them so
as to embarrass them in front of
their church friends and youth pas-
tor. Perhaps I robbed them of brag-
ging rights: “We saved Bert Gary!
Can you believe it? Bert Gary! It’s a
miracle!” I really don’t know. But
one thing was certain. They judged
me as hopelessly hell-bound and
never spoke to me again. 0O

Bert Gary is a United Methodist
minister and instructor at the
Jerusalem Institute for Biblical Explo-
ration. He has 23 years experience as
preacher, graduate school Bible teacher
and biblical lecturer in Israel, Greece
and Turkey. Bert has degrees in psy-
chology, theology and music from
Emory University. He is the author of
Jesus Unplugged (2005) and Heaven
for Skeptics (2009) from FaithWalk.

25




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Apple RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Symbol
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF's if you are not downloading low Res ads from AdSpring.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


