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Inside This Issue
I was taught The Book of Mormon quote in 2nd Nephi

25:23 “...for we know that it is by grace that we are saved,
after all we can do” (emphasis added). This doctrine
summarizes grace as thus: Do everything you can first,
then God will make up the difference. Saved by Grace…

I have learned that with my Savior, I am always safe—safe to
bear my deepest sins and free to fly from that old man-made
prison I used to live in. Good Little Christian Girl

Real life in Christ is life lived in the trenches. It’s life
lived in the valley of the shadow of death, a valley we
don’t walk through alone, for he is with us. But, we all still
walk through the valley. If You Had Only Known…

For those Christians who are presently experiencing
sorrow, doubt and despair, the agony of Good Friday may
be more of a fitting symbol of the Easter season than the
flowers and fanfare of Easter Sunday. Feeling Forsaken

Almost everything about our institutions…aims to
draw people to a central location on Sunday. We need
to see that what works for some doesn’t work for
others. Beyond Sunday Church
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suffered with low self-esteem all my life,
mostly because of strict modesty rules
imposed on me by parents and the
legalistic church culture I was raised in. 

This statement in Rachel’s article
brought me to tears: “…distorted modesty
teachings contribute to sexual difficulty in
marriage...this deeply internalized
conditioning does not evaporate at the
wedding, nor does it leave the female
personality unharmed.”  

Boy did she hit the nail on the head! It
took me many years to realize and begin
to deal with that sad reality. I hope this
article will be read by women all around
the world—young and old!

California

Immanuel—God Comes
to Us

I just wanted to write and tell you I
think you are doing a GREAT job with
The Plain Truth. The Winter 2009 issue
was wonderful. Martin Davis’ article on
Immanuel was incredible. Keep up the
good work! 

Alabama

“Bah Humbug!”
Jim Fowler clearly missed the “plain

truth” mark with his “Bah-Humbug”
article in the Winter 2009 Plain Truth.
Here are a few points Mr. Fowler
apparently did not consider:

Telling people “Don’t be a scrooge”
because they don’t follow Christmas
traditions is just as bad as telling people
that they should not celebrate Christmas
in the traditional manner. These are two
sides of the same coin. If we apply the
principles found in Romans 14 (which
apply to this situation), this becomes
evident. 

There may be valid reasons why
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The Man in Black Found
the Light

I wanted to take a minute and let you
know I received my Winter 2009 Plain
Truth yesterday. WOW! I knew Plain
Truth was cool, but Johnny Cash on the
cover? I didn’t know ya’ll were that cool
(LOL)! I have been a huge Johnny Cash
fan since I was young enough to
recognize music. I can’t wait to get into
the rest of the magazine. 

Florida

I thought “The Man in Black” story by
Patrick Durek was amazing—very
powerful. It’s one of the best magazine
stories I’ve ever read, and I’m a journalist. 

California

I love the Plain Truth. “The Man in
Black” article was truly interesting. Four
issues per year is plenty! One for Spring,
Summer, Fall and Winter is just right.
Keep up the great work you are doing.

Mississippi

I’ve been a Johnny Cash fan since 1956.
Imagine my shock and pleasure to find
the cover story about him in your Winter
2009 issue of Plain Truth. There’s no
doubt in my mind that God used my
“connection” with Johnny to mold and
shape my mind and enhance my
relationship with God through his Spirit. 

Thanks to PTM and Patrick Durek for
that insightful article. It should inspire
many more people to keep struggling
with whatever plagues them.  

Tennessee

Mixed Messages of Modesty
Thanks to Rachel Ramer for writing

this important and helpful article. I’ve



someone does not want to spend the time,
effort and money required to have all the
trappings of a traditional Christmas. For
example, one might not have done very
much in the way of supporting the poor
or the church, and for reasons of
conscience would not feel right in
spending the money. 

The real scrooges are people who do
not exhibit the love of Jesus towards
others—not those who opt out of the
Christmas traditions. 

New Jersey

How to Escape the
Millennial Maze

The Winter 2009 Plain Truth was
great! Especially Tal Brooke’s article
“How to Escape the Millennial Maze.”
There was so much in that article I could
relate to. The one problem with a maze
is that unless you know the way out, you
can’t get out. Thank God that He led me
out.

New York

The article “Millennial Maze,” it
doesn’t make sense at all. I like Greg
Albrecht’s sermons, but not his ideas of
end-times prophecy. 

Illinois

I enjoyed Tal Brooke’s article in the
Winter 2009 Plain Truth magazine. I agree
with him, and when I have tried telling
people this over the past several years
they think I’m nuts! 

Florida

Tal Brooke’s article about the Millenial
Maze and how so many folks follow those
nutcases has been my feeling for so long
now. 

Most folks are easily distracted by so
many nutcases, and fewer read God’s
Word. Tal’s last paragraph is incredible! 

And oh, how I loved Bruce Bickel and
Stan Jantz’ great comments in the article,
“Christians Who Obsess About the End
of the World”! 

They made me laugh and giggle at just
the right time (but I had tears, too, since
so many people fall for so much
nonsense). 

I could go on and on. You all are a true
blessing to me. 

New Mexico

Christianity Without the
Religion

I want to thank God for each and every
one of you at PTM. His enabling power is
truly awesome, and I pray he increases
each of you powerfully in his work and
word of grace. Thank you also for the
sermon tapes and printed materials you
have sent us, and it is truly a joy to be
partners and friends with PTM and CWR
for many years. May God protect, guide
and provide for all of you abundantly in
every aspect of his truth in love.

California

I really enjoy all your insights about
Christianity. I, too, am tired of the
religious treadmill (or roller coaster, as I
call it). Thanks for all your hard work. 

North Carolina

Just a note to let you know how much I
appreciate the CWR tapes you send each
month. Due to the health of my husband,
I do not attend services anymore. I fear to
leave him alone. If he falls, he is unable to
get up by himself. Your messages have
helped me understand God’s Word better
and helped me draw closer to our Savior. 

Florida

Soup for Breakfast
Thank you for the new book by Greg

Albrecht. Each morning at breakfast I
enjoy a helping of Spiritual Soup for the
Hungry Soul. It is delicious and truly
enriching. My cat, Nellie, also seems to
enjoy this book that her human reads. She
puts her paw up on the page as I read
along and she seems to agree. Keep up
the great service you provide us escapees
of religion and those who feel lost and
unwanted. 

Pennsylvania

• See back cover to order your copy of
Spiritual Soup for the Hungry Soul.
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