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stripped off his clothing, crawled
under the table, and joined the
prince on the floor!  

The prince looked at the master
and said, “I am a chicken.” The
master said, “That’s fine. I’ll join
you here so we can be together.”
There they lived together under the
table until one day, the master said
to the prince, “You know, even
chickens might stand to wear some
clothing.”

And slowly, over a period of
weeks, the master encouraged the
prince to dress himself. Eventually,
he convinced the prince to come
out from under the table and seat
himself at the table for family meals. 

You are way ahead of me, of
course—for the parable bears
similarities to what the Master, our
Lord and Savior, did when he
descended from eternity and
entered our deeply troubled world.
He united himself to us, taking on
the human condition and joined us
under the table of our dark and
desolate places. 

Jesus, the Son of God, came into

our world and became one of
us—to be with us and for us.     

• He incarnated himself—he
became a human while
remaining God.   

• He came, not to condemn
us, but to save us from our
secret places of shame and
guilt.

• He did not come to scold,
lecture or yell about how
sinful and evil we are.   

• He didn’t threaten to send
us to a hell of everlasting

torture.
• He crawled under the table to

be with us, sit with us and become
one of us. Jesus joins us where we are
stuck (under the table) but notice—
he never assumes a false identity.

He came to deliver us from
darkness, alienation, sickness,
embarrassment and stigma.
Ultimately, he invites us all to be
raised from the damnable hells we
already inhabit, raised up and seated
with him as children of the king at
the heavenly banquet.

The Prince “Identified” as a
Chicken?
In our contemporary world, we
might describe the young prince as
“identifying” as a chicken. Today,
self-identification is often regarded
as a primary way of determining
who or what a person is. The idea is
that I am who I claim to be.

According to this notion, people
are not who they appear to be—
they are who they proclaim
themselves to be.   

We see this when people are
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…God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6).

nce upon a time, by some
baffling emotional
dysfunction, a young
prince became convinced
he was a chicken. He shed

all his royal clothing, climbed
under the royal dining table and
lived, naked as a jaybird, feeding
off scraps and crumbs that fell from
the table. 

One day, a stranger arrived at the
castle and offered to help the prince.
Although the stranger was unknown
to anyone in the palace hierarchy
and lacked any professional
qualifications, the king and queen
were at the end of their rope.
Desperate to try anything that
might help their son, they
appointed the stranger “master” to
the young prince, hoping he could
help the boy. 

The royal couple showed the new
master into the royal dining room.
To their surprise, he immediately
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attempting to ‘find themselves’ or
locate themselves in the shifting
sands of our world. They may self-
identify with their religion, their
nation, their politics, their gender
preference, their race or their
ideological tribe—hoping to find
security in an idea or a group that
offers belonging.     

Of course, the fact that the prince
proclaimed himself to be a chicken
did not magically transform him into
a chicken. The prince no doubt felt
like a chicken. But his feelings did
not inform reality in such a way that
he was transformed into a chicken. I
can identify as a chicken or a duck or
a butterfly but that doesn’t make me
a butterfly—it doesn’t change the
reality of my humanity. 

Perhaps it doesn’t sound like a
necessary statement, but in a world of
unparalleled confusion, know this:
wanting to identify as someone or
something else does not change our
identity. Now, what does this have to
do with Christianity without the
religion? Many today identify as
“Bible-believing Christians,” but Jesus’
warning comes to mind:

“Many will say to me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name and in your name drive out
demons and in your name perform many
miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly,
‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’”

We can, because we identify as
someone we are not, act like that
someone we aren’t. We can dress like
someone else, talk like someone else—
we can convince our own minds that
we are someone or something we are
not. But the fact remains: we are who
we are—who God made us and who
Christ is making us. 

We can try to fool the world—we
can say “I am not a prince. I identify
as a chicken.” But we don’t become a
chicken simply because we tell
everyone we feel like we are a chicken,
nor do we become a chicken because
we start to act like one. Like Jesus’
opponents of old, we are not righteous
by claiming to be righteous or even by
mimicking religious standards. What
did Jesus say about that?

Woe to you, teachers of the law
and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You
are like whitewashed tombs, which
look beautiful on the outside but on
the inside are full of the bones of the
dead and everything unclean
(Matthew 23:27).

My heart is not to ignore or
belittle those many people who
battle from emotional or mental
illness—who suffer deep crises
around their identity. I would
invite readers to show the
compassion of Christ toward the
profound hurt and confusion that
exists in the lives of many people.
With all the pain in our world, we
can empathize with the desire of
disoriented people in pain to escape
or transform their reality. 

The Solution to Identity Crisis
But because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved.  And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…
(Ephesians 2:4-6). 

God’s love, mercy and grace are the
solution to those times in our lives
when we crawl under the table. When
we feel alienated, disturbed, estranged
and separated from the craziness of
this world, Jesus crawls under the
table to join with us. 

Jesus goes beyond identifying as if he
were one of us. Miraculously, in his
incarnation, he became one of us. He
doesn’t imagine he is like us—but in
his identity, he became one of us.     

His Incarnation is a real solution
to humanity’s collective identity
crisis. Our transformation by God’s
grace, in Christ, is no make-believe
masquerade party. We have been
given an absolute change of spiritual
identity—brought about by the
goodness, grace and love of God.   

The good news is that you and I
cannot fix our world. Our pathetic
efforts to make everything better
never have and never will fix what
needs to be fixed. That may seem like
bad news to you, but actually, it’s
good news. The even better news is

that we have been raised up out of
the old muck and mire, the pigpens
that were once our existence. 

And you who were once estranged and
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has
now reconciled in his fleshly body through
death, so as to present you holy and
blameless and irreproachable before
him… (Colossians 1:21-22)

Jesus rescued us from our places of
confinement—from the confusion
and depression that characterized our
daily lives. He redeemed us from
disgrace. We discovered:

• We did not rescue ourselves.
• We did not transform ourselves. 
• We did not escape pain and

heartache by self-medicating on
denial.

• We did not find relief by
presenting ourselves to the world as
someone we are not.

Jesus joined us under the table,
and he offered us his hand. When we
accept his invitation, we come out
from our darkness and pain into his
marvelous light. He joined us under
the table, but he does not leave us
there! We were raised up with him and
seated with him in the banquet
room of heaven.     

Nothing we are given can be
credited to any human source. No
religion, no incorporated church, no
religious professional or authority
can take credit for what God alone
has done in delivering us. God
rescued and raised us up from dark
and horrible places by his grace, for
the works he wants to produce and
bring forth in our lives. We come
into our true identity—not by self-
identification but by Christ’s
identification with us. And that is
incredibly wonderful news! q
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