
“In the beginning the church
was a fellowship of men and
women centered on the living
Christ.  Then the church moved
to Greece where it became a
philosophy. Then it moved to
Rome where it became an
institution. Next it moved to
Europe where it became a
culture. And finally, it moved to
America where it became an
enterprise.”—Richard Halverson

Quotes &
Connections

“Yet as I read the birth stories
about Jesus, I cannot help but
conclude that though the world
may be tilted toward the rich and
powerful, God is tilted toward the
underdog.”—Philip Yancey, The
Jesus I Never Knew

“‘Mary… wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger’ (Luke 2:7). Sending a message, wrapped up in a person, is at
the heart and core of the meaning and significance of the birth of
Jesus, and of the celebration of his birth we call Christmas. Jesus was
God in human flesh—the God-man.  He brought wonderful news (the
gospel) to our world—and that gospel was wrapped up in his person.
Jesus is the box, the wrapping paper, the bow on top—the human
container that envelopes the gospel of grace and truth.”—Greg Albrecht 

                                                                                                                                     

MISSION STATEMENT
Plain Truth Ministries proclaims Christianity
without the religion. We express our Christ-
centered ministry as faith alone, grace alone and
Christ alone.

HOW TO SUBSCRIBE
For an electronic subscription go to
www.ptm.org/sub. The Internet allows us to
serve readers around the world. Archives of
Plain Truth are available at www.ptm.org.
Printed copies of Plain Truth are a benefit
mailed to generous, regular PTM Friends and
Partners. If you would like to contribute go to
www.ptm.org/give.

CONTRIBUTIONS
Plain Truth Ministries gratefully accepts
contributions (tax deductible in the U.S.) to
further the ongoing work of proclaiming the
gospel of Jesus Christ. We accept donations in
U.S. funds by check, money order or credit
card. Please call us at 1-800-309-4466, visit our
secure website, www.ptm.org/give, or write to
us at Plain Truth Ministries, Pasadena, CA
91129.

TO UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS
Be sure to notify us immediately of any change
in your address by calling us at 1-800-309-4466,
visiting our website at www.ptm.org/contact or
writing to The Plain Truth, Pasadena, CA 91129. 

TO SEND A LETTER OR E-MAIL 
Write to The Plain Truth, Pasadena, CA 91129,
or email us at managing.editor@ptm.org.
The editors reserve the right to print or not
print comments so addressed, in whole or in
part, as deemed in the public interest, and to
print your name and edit the letter for clarity
and space. We will protect the confidentiality
of correspondence that we deem to be of a
personal nature. Correspondence published by
Plain Truth Ministries does not necessarily
reflect the opinions of Plain Truth Ministries.

EDITORIAL STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: Greg Albrecht

EDITOR/ART DIRECTOR: Laura Urista
EDITOR: Brad Jersak

PUBLISHING DIRECTOR: Dennis Warkentin
ASSOCIATE EDITORS:

Ed Dunn, Monte Wolverton

COPYRIGHT & POSTAL INFO
The Plain Truth is published six times a year by
Plain Truth Ministries, Pasadena, CA 91129.
Copyright © 2025 Plain Truth Ministries.
Printed in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Volume
90, Number 6 November 2025. Unless noted
otherwise, scriptures are quoted from the Holy
Bible, NIV. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011
International Bible Society. UBP of
Zondervan. The Plain Truth® is a U.S.
trademark. 

SUBMISSIONS
The Plain Truth does not publish unsolicited
manuscripts. The publisher assumes no
responsibility for return of unsolicited artwork,
photographs or manuscripts.

PLAIN TRUTH MINISTRIES
The Plain Truth is published by Plain Truth
Ministries (PTM). If you are interested in
learning more about PTM, visit our website at
www.ptm.org (and email us) or write us at
Plain Truth Ministries, Pasadena, CA 91129. 

“That there was no room in the inn
was symbolic of what was to happen
to Jesus. The only place there was
room for him was on the Cross.”
—William Barclay


