January 2021
Dear CWR/PTM Friend and Partner,
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undreds of ideas, inventions, innovations, explorers and pioneers are considered as “world
changers.” Lists of historic world changers vary, depending on who is making the list, but the
compass invariably ranks high on most lists of the greatest world changers. As you know,
a compass is a device used for navigation and orientation. A compass provides location and directions
helping someone who is lost find their way to safety and of course it helps those who are traveling
arrive at their intended destination. A simple compass has a magnetized needle that points to “true
north” based on the earth’s magnetic polarity.
Before the magnetic compass (invented, adapted and updated by the Chinese some 1,000 years
ago), sailors had to rely on celestial navigation for information about their location. Celestial
navigation is one of the oldest practices in human history, utilizing celestial constellations to
determine locations and “bearings.” Because stars are relatively fixed in their location, from ancient
history people have used the position of the stars to orient themselves.
The earliest uses of celestial navigation relied heavily on visibility and observation, so when
clouds and storms obscured precise locations of heavenly bodies, sailors had no idea where they
were and what direction to travel.
The magnetic compass revolutionized navigation from reliance on visual observation enabling a
device utilizing invisible magnetic polarity to become a more reliable guide for directions and
orientation. The magnetic compass made shipping faster and safer and linked the world together via
trade and travel as it had not been before.
When physical orientation is the goal, there is no doubt that the compass was a world changer
when contrasted with celestial navigation. But the Greatest World Changer is our True Compass
who, though we cannot “get our bearings” in darkness, and though we can’t see the direction we
should head, he is the Light for our path.
When we follow the Greatest World Changer of all we walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians
5:7). The One who created all things is greater than celestial navigation. He created all heavenly
bodies upon which celestial navigation relies and he sustains them in their places. The One who set
the world spinning on its axis is the True Compass who created the means for physical orientation
based on the magnetic polarity of the earth.
When God visited our world in the person of Jesus Christ, this world was given the True
Compass who is “the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6).
The True Compass of Jesus is the Cross of Christ. The Cross of Christ is our beacon and
Lighthouse enabling us to navigate spiritual oceans of doubt and fear and to avoid spiritual pitfalls
as we make our way through life. Jesus is the Way! The Cross of Christ is our Lighthouse upon whom
we, as Christ followers, focus as we live in our world and travel as spiritual pilgrims to the Heavenly
Kingdom of God.
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Jesus is all that matters. Jesus is the One and only Way. Jesus alone is our guide, our shepherd
and our True Compass. Because Jesus is all that matters, following the Jesus Way means being
Christ centered.
What really matters in life is our spiritual and eternal destination. Our physical location and our
physical trips and navigation pales into insignificance compared with our spiritual life in and with
Jesus, our Savior and Shepherd and True Compass.
When we consider what really matters in life, we realize what really matters is not a “what” but a “Who.”
Most scientists believe that the world is made out of matter. But all the matter in the world was
made by God. Our world was created by Who matters.
Albert Einstein said it this way: “Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that
counts can be counted.”
We can spend our lives accumulating, obtaining, building and amassing stuff—stuff that can be
counted, but not everything that can be counted counts. We can be consumed by getting from here
to there, traveling from one physical destination or another. Or we can lose our physical lives and
desires (Matthew 10:39) and pick up our cross and follow Jesus.
Jesus is not a compass we can hold in our hand nor is he a device like a sextant that we can use
to achieve our physical goals. Jesus cannot be counted, but he and he alone counts.
Science is based on measurements, observations and testing. Science is somewhat like a
physical compass that provides physical orientation. Technology provides information (like the socalled information highway of the Internet) but neither science nor technology can provide spiritual
wisdom that directs the proper and appropriate use of information and knowledge.
Humanity at large has always valued people whom it believes really matter and who are of
greater worth than others. Our society defines “successful” people as those who accumulate more
property and more money than others. Humanity at large considers world changers to have been
those who ruled countries, written books and been admired by millions for their talents and skills.
But Jesus is all that matters in the end. He and he alone is the Supreme World Changer.
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things” (Colossians 3:1-2)
The direction of our life is Jesus. When we follow Jesus, we focus on the Cross of Christ for our
orientation and direction—when we follow Jesus, he is our True Compass.
The New Testament often compares the Jesus Way to a long distance race. When we run and
follow Christ we are constantly moving forward. When we run and follow Christ, we fix our eyes on
Jesus (Hebrews 12:2)—our True Compass. When we run and follow Christ, we fix our eyes on and
place our trust in the Cross of Christ.
Of course, as we run and follow Christ, we are continually getting closer to the end of our race.
As he saw the finish line of his own life, Paul said:
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).
When we fail to place God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, at the center of our lives—when
we fail to follow the True Compass of Jesus Christ—our attention, our focus and our interest turns
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in on ourselves, so that we worship ourselves. We focus and follow material pursuits and we define
success as excess.
It is in self-absorption and self-interest and self-gratification that humans are truly lost. When
men and women are at the center of all that they can see and feel and experience and enjoy, they
might think they are making progress, but they are going nowhere fast. When the goal of life is to
please themselves…when the only focus is on the here and now…when the only focus is on
temporal and earthly pursuits, people might be busy and engaged in all kinds of activities, but being
busy is not to be confused with spiritual progress.
A constant whirlwind of activities might only mean people are running away from Jesus as fast
as they can. Without Jesus Christ as our True Compass, we may be running fast but we might actually be running
around in circles faster and faster.
When we accept the outstretched hands and arms of Jesus, and accept his welcome to follow
him and rest in him, then we find our spiritual bearings. Jesus is the True Compass who restores us
from being lost. Jesus, the True Light, can bring us out of the darkness into his Light. He is our True
Compass. He is the Supreme World Changer!
“For in him we live and move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).
Apart from Jesus, as the lyrics in the great hymn proclaim, “all other ground is sinking ground.”
Because Jesus was the Light of his life, because Jesus was his True Compass, because he had
picked up his own cross in order to follow the Cross of Christ…because Paul was a Christ-follower
…Paul wholeheartedly exclaimed;
“…I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose
sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that
comes from God and is by faith” (Philippians 3:8-9).
As we begin this New Year of 2021, let’s all get our bearings—let’s take stock of the direction in
which we are headed, and may God bless you individually as you move forward following Jesus
Christ, and may God bless our collective work in this ministry.
With love and friendship, your brother in Christ,

Greg Albrecht
President, Plain Truth Ministries
P.S. We share this note from a friend who is thankful for the ministry of CWR/PTM:
When watching the news I can become so frustrated and discouraged. But then I get out my Bible and my
CWR/PTM resources, and I’m much encouraged and sane again. Thanks to all of you at PTM!—California
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CWR/PTM Prayer List—January 2021
These requests for prayer represent just a few of the thousands we receive and pray for. We invite you

to join us in praying for these and the others that space does not permit us to include here. Thanks
for joining with us as a CWR/PTM Prayer Partner.
Please pray for my 44-year-old son who was recently diagnosed with Aggressive Frontotemporal Degeneration, which has a
life expectancy of 2-4 years from time of diagnosis and for which there is no cure or treatment.—Indiana
Please pray for God’s healing of my high blood pressure, enlarged prostate and rheumatoid arthritis.—North Carolina
Please pray that I will always be a help and a blessing to others and that I’ll reflect Jesus.—West Virginia
I’m having more health problems and also more financial problems. Please pray for me.—Texas
Please pray for my brother-in-law who is suffering with high blood pressure, weakness, fever and speech difficulties. The
doctors think he may have had a stroke.—Kansas
We continue to appreciate your weekly sermons on your website. Especially now with the Covid-19 virus and having no
gatherings for church services.—Minnesota
Please pray with me for the health workers who are bearing the brunt of the coronavirus pandemic.—New York
Please pray for my friend who has had several miscarriages and wants very much to have a baby.—Kentucky
Thank you for your great work. Please continue to hold me in prayer during this difficult time.—North Carolina
Please pray for everyone who has been infected during this Covid-19 pandemic.—Arizona
I need prayers for physical relief due to my swollen left elbow and right wrist. Thank you!—Louisiana
I’m trying not to be afraid in these crazy times. I’m so sad for our world, our country, our children and grandchildren. But I
am so grateful to know that Jesus is victorious.—Wisconsin
Please continue to pray for my wife who suffers with a neuroma, for almost a year now, making standing and walking
painful.—Florida
Please pray for peace and healing in our nation, and that we would be free from COVID 19. Pray that love and truth will
heal the division that seems so harmful at this time.—Idaho
Please pray for my friend who has Parkinson’s and Lupus disease.—Michigan
Please pray for my daughter-in-law, who is pregnant, is considered high risk with only one ovary at 39 years of age. She is
due in a few months.—Maine
Please ask God to bless a friend who has just moved to Florida to live with her daughter. She needs her daughter’s help now
as she is recovering from several strokes.—Maryland
Please pray for my son who has just had surgery on his throat due to cancer. Also, please pray for my daughter who is
diabetic and has Covid-19.—South Carolina
Please pray that my husband, who was “temporarily laid off” since March due to the coronavirus, will get rehired again soon
by the company that furloughed him.—New York
Please pray for my daughter and her kids that they will soon be able to move to a nice, safe place.—Tennessee
Our Father in Heaven: We thank you for your grace, mercy and love. You love each of these individuals,
and we thank you in advance for the answers you will provide for each request. With thanksgiving for our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, our suffering servant who heals us, in whose name we pray—Amen.
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