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1-Greg, your brother in Christ, to my dear Friends and Partners in the gospel, who are scattered all over this
world (with apologies to the Apostle Paul as I borrow the style and content of his epistles, and with
thanksgiving for the 1611 Authorized King James version, some of whose terminology and language I
adopt and excerpt in this letter).

2—-Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3-Blessed be God, who has saved us by his grace, through his Son, who came to us, becoming
one of us, as the one and only God in the flesh, and that he might self-sacrificially give himself so
that we might eventually and eternally be at home with God.

4-God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit, has blessed us with spiritual blessings so that we
now sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, with the assurances that we will all be home now and forever,
at Christmas and at all times.

5-1 pray for you to the God of comfort, who comforts us all in all our tribulations and trials, that
we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherein we ourselves are
comforted of God. Through the faith, hope and eternal assurance of God we pray for you always.

6-Giving thanks to the Father, who hath made us partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light, for he has delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of
his dear Son.

7-My dear friends in Christ, by his grace and the power of his consummate love, God will bring
us all home for Christmas. Of course, we are already at home with the Lord now, in our mortal flesh, for
we are his children. We now sit with him at his table.

8—We are now a part of his kingdom and we now have eternal life, through the risen Son who
lives within us. But we also look forward and eagerly anticipate our Grand Homecoming when we shall be made
immortal and this flesh, with its decay and mortality, will no longer have any power over us.

9-We are now at home with the Lord, saved and rescued from this present evil world by the
inexhaustible love of God, most powerfully made known to us by the revelation of Jesus Christ.

10-In the incarnation, the human birth of God the Son, we see the fullness of God. We see God,
whom no one can see of themselves, in, by and through Jesus, who is the express image of the
Father and the brightness of his glory.

11-In the days of Caesar Augustus the Father spoke to us through his Son, the Eternal Word of
God. The Word was in the beginning, he was with the Father in the beginning and the Word was God. All things were
made by him. Nothing at all, things seen or things not seen, was created apart from the Word, the Son of God, the one
who became known to us as Jesus Christ.

12-The incarnate God, the visible God in the flesh, became known to us and lived among us, as
he still does, that he might reveal the fulness of the Father to the entire world.
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13-Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise. It was during the time of Caesar Augustus
when Mary was betrothed to Joseph, her husband-to-be. The angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and
told her that she was blessed among all women, she had found favor with God and would conceive a
son, and call his name Jesus.

14—Mary was a virgin and understandably shocked because she had never known a man. The
angel Gabriel comforted her, telling her that nothing is impossible with God.

15-God the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary, so that she conceived the incarnate Son of God,
God in the flesh, whose name was Jesus. Jesus was and still is God with us, saving and rescuing us,
living within all those who embrace the mercy, grace, forgiveness and love he offers.

16-Thus the Eternal Word of God, God the Son, the second divine Person of the Triune God,
became flesh through Mary, the Virgin Mary. It is in the incarnation of God, in and through Jesus Christ, that
the Father revealed himself and his great love to all mankind.

17-In the incarnation the Father made known the fulness of his love. God the Son, Jesus Christ,
has come for us, that in him we might live, die and live forever. Christ has come for us that we can
go home with him. This is the story of Christmas. This is the glory of the incarnation!

18—-In this wonderful story of Christmas, everyone comes home. All are invited to the Father’s
house to celebrate his Son and live forever and ever in his all surpassing love and grace.

19-We are, as God'’s dear children, living in and through our risen Lord, united together with
Jesus, our Lord and Savior. The world in which we live is only a world in which we are passing
through. We are pilgrims and sojourners in this present evil world. We are on our way to our eternal
home.

20-In this world we follow Jesus, he is our Light, he is our Master, our Friend, our Servant and
our Savior. He is the image of the invisible God, the Good Shepherd who lovingly guides us, the
Living Water who quenches our thirst and our Bread of life. Having been filled with the Living Water
and having eaten of the Bread of life, we shall never spiritually thirst of hunger again.

21-In this world we are strangers and pilgrims. Though we live in our mortal bodies in nations,
states, provinces, cities and villages, our true home is in and with Jesus. As we follow Jesus on the
Jesus Way he navigates our path, even through the valley of the shadow of death.

22-As the Apostle Paul quoted a well-known poet to the Athenians (Acts 17:28) so too |
encourage you with the observation of J.R.R. Tolkien in the well-known 20th century trilogy “Lord of
the Rings”:

All that is gold does not glitter,

Not all those who wander are lost;
The old that is strong does not wither,
Deep roots are not reached by frost.

23-We long for the heavenly city whose builder and maker is God. We long to be forever
home in and with him. While we wander in this world, we are not sidetracked by the glitter of our
world’s gold. While we wander in this world, and as we age, we know that God empowers us so that
even in our old age we will not wither because his deep and divine roots in us are never reached by
frost. Though we wander, by God's grace, we are not lost! We have the sure hope of our heavenly home.



24-We walk by faith, not by sight. Our faith is given and produced by God. Faith visualizes and
looks forward to hope. Our hope in Christ is grounded in our belief that our Lord and Savior has
gone to prepare a place in the Father’'s house for us. We believe out of our hope, a gift of God, and
we see beyond the physical horizon by the faith he lives within us, by his grace.

25-We will be home for Christmas, not because, as that popular song says, “you can count on
me.” No, my friends, we will be home for Christmas because of the grace of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We will
be home for Christmas because he has promised to take us to be with him where he is and we know
he is faithful, because he lives in us now and forever. We can count on him!

26—My friends, my brothers and sisters, the popular Christmas song I'll Be Home for Christmas
speaks of the physical desires for family and friends to be together at home, and the lyrics promise
that “I'll be home for Christmas, if only in my dreams.”

27-My friends, my brothers and sisters, our hope and our faith are sure! Our hope is not pie-
in-the-sky wishful thinking. We are assured by God that we are both now home with him and will be, one day,
in the ultimate sense, in our own resurrection to immortality, in his home forever and ever. There is no “if only”
about the sure promises of God. Our faith is not a silly dream, it is more real than any reality.

28-1 thank God always for you, and your generosity, toward those you know and serve and
toward the ongoing worldwide ministry of PTM through whom you serve others in the name of Jesus
Christ,

29-In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit—Jesus Christ is born. Jesus
Christ is risen. Jesus Christ is, by God'’s grace, ours, and we are his.

Merry Christmas to one and all,
by Gu b
{

Greg Albrecht
President, Plain Truth Ministries

P.S. We share these two notes of thanks from folks who appreciate the work of CWR/PTM. Thank
you for your continued prayers and generous financial support of this worldwide ministry!

Thank you for bringing the good news of God’s love to so many. May we all give thanks to the Lord for his
immeasurable grace and love that he lavishes on the world —North Carolina

Thank you for standing up and teaching us the real truth of God. You have helped so many minds and hearts by
teaching us that it is ALL about Jesus and him ALONE! May God bless everyone involved in this ongoing work!
—Kentucky
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CWR/PTM Prayer List—December 2021

These requests for prayer represent just a few of the thousands we receive and pray for. We invite you
to join us in praying for these and the others that space does not permit us to include here. Thanks
for joining with us as a CWR/PTM Prayer Partner.

Please pray for my sister who is in much pain with sciatica. She also has ongoing neuroma and foot problems. —Florida
[ would like to request prayers for the healing of a diabetic wound on my right foot. —New York

I've been suffering from a severe case of psoriasis for about 40 years now. Because of the itching, it's difficult for me to sleep
at night. T will turn 80 next month.—Louisiana

Please pray for my nephew who has lung cancer and is being treated with chemo. The doctors told him that his type of cancer
is slow-moving, and we are thankful for that —Arkansas

Please pray for my sister who has back and leg problems. Thanks in advance for your prayers.—Ohio
Please pray for my mother who fell and fractured her arm. Also pray about the dramatic decline in our livestock.—Arizona

Please pray for our family. My son died while he working putting up metal buildings—nhe fell about 14 feet onto concrete.
He was 52 years old and had two children and four grandchildren.—Louisiana

Please pray for my friend who has a heart aneurysm along with several other ailments —Michigan

My niece is having breast cancer surgery. Please pray for her healing and that God will guide the surgeon’s hands.— Kansas
We are always praying for Greg and everyone on the CWR/PTM team. —Georgia

Please continue to pray for my wife who has lung cancer (in remission). She is also suffering from memory loss.—New York
Please pray for my son who suffers from injuries due to a past auto collision.—Florida

We pray that the gospel of Jesus Christ, proclaiming grace, love and hope through the ministry of CWR/PTM, will reach so
many who are suffering in this dark, confused world. —British Columbia, Canada

My brother has bone cancer, causing intense pain in his hips. Thank you for your prayers—Maine

Please pray for healing of my mother's right eye. She was diagnosed as legally blind in that eye and two cataract surgeries
later she is still unable to see clearly.—Washington

Please pray for my sister who has become paralyzed from the waist down. The reason for this is still unknown.—New York

Please pray for both of my sisters who suffer from back pain and my brother who has complications from COVID.—Florida
Please pray for my sister who is has colon cancer and my brother who is suffering from advancing Alzheimer's —Michigan
Please pray that my blood pressure won't get too high.—North Carolina

Please pray for my health trials and for my job challenges.—Arkansas

Please pray for my cousin who has leukemia and a friend of ours who is going to have surgery and follow-up treatment. It
may be cancer, but we don't know yet.—Ohio

Our Father in Heaven: We thank you for your grace, mercy and love. You love each of these individuals,

and we thank you in advance for the answers you will provide for each request. With thanksgiving for our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, our suffering servant who heals us, in whose name we pray—Amen.
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