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stripped off his clothing, crawled
under the table, and joined the
prince on the floor!  

The prince looked at the master
and said, “I am a chicken.” The
master said, “That’s fine. I’ll join
you here so we can be together.”
There they lived together under the
table until one day, the master said
to the prince, “You know, even
chickens might stand to wear some
clothing.”

And slowly, over a period of
weeks, the master encouraged the
prince to dress himself. Eventually,
he convinced the prince to come
out from under the table and seat
himself at the table for family meals. 

You are way ahead of me, of
course—for the parable bears
similarities to what the Master, our
Lord and Savior, did when he
descended from eternity and
entered our deeply troubled world.
He united himself to us, taking on
the human condition and joined us
under the table of our dark and
desolate places. 

Jesus, the Son of God, came into

our world and became one of
us—to be with us and for us.     

• He incarnated himself—he
became a human while
remaining God.   

• He came, not to condemn
us, but to save us from our
secret places of shame and
guilt.

• He did not come to scold,
lecture or yell about how
sinful and evil we are.   

• He didn’t threaten to send
us to a hell of everlasting

torture.
• He crawled under the table to

be with us, sit with us and become
one of us. Jesus joins us where we are
stuck (under the table) but notice—
he never assumes a false identity.

He came to deliver us from
darkness, alienation, sickness,
embarrassment and stigma.
Ultimately, he invites us all to be
raised from the damnable hells we
already inhabit, raised up and seated
with him as children of the king at
the heavenly banquet.

The Prince “Identified” as a
Chicken?

In our contemporary world, we
might describe the young prince as
“identifying” as a chicken. Today,
self-identification is often regarded
as a primary way of determining
who or what a person is. The idea is
that I am who I claim to be.

According to this notion, people
are not who they appear to be—
they are who they proclaim
themselves to be.   

We see this when people are
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…God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6).

nce upon a time, by some
baffling emotional
dysfunction, a young
prince became convinced
he was a chicken. He shed

all his royal clothing, climbed
under the royal dining table and
lived, naked as a jaybird, feeding
off scraps and crumbs that fell from
the table. 

One day, a stranger arrived at the
castle and offered to help the prince.
Although the stranger was unknown
to anyone in the palace hierarchy
and lacked any professional
qualifications, the king and queen
were at the end of their rope.
Desperate to try anything that
might help their son, they
appointed the stranger “master” to
the young prince, hoping he could
help the boy. 

The royal couple showed the new
master into the royal dining room.
To their surprise, he immediately

O

Greg Albrecht

Crawling Under the Table
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Enter his gates with thanksgiving and
his courts with praise; give thanks to
him and praise his name (Psalm
100:4). 

We say Grace (give thanks) before

meals, and I say Grace before the

concert or play, before I open a book,

before sketching, painting and

swimming, before walking, dancing and
playing. I say Grace before I dip the pen
in ink.—G.K. Chesterton

Gratitude is the quality of being
thankful, and the readiness to show
appreciation and to return kindness.
—Oxford Dictionary

I
have been reading a good deal
lately on the topic of gratitude.
This topic has led me to explore

popular books on the subject,
some of the wisdom literature of
several ancient cultures and, most
certainly, the perspective on
gratitude (or, thanksgiving) as the
topic is addressed in Scripture.
There is a true joy in expressing all
that we feel grateful for, and all
that we are glad to receive in our
lives. In so many ways, we are truly
blessed. 

In his letters to the early
churches, the Apostle Paul wrote
frequently on the topic of
gratitude (or, thanksgiving). In the
books of Colossians and 1
Thessalonians, Paul repeats his
thoughts with a similar emphasis:
Give thanks in all circumstances;
in everything, for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus (Colossians
3 & 4; 1 Thessalonians 5). The
essence of various translations
varies little—in all circumstances,
in everything, no matter what you
may be facing or going through, be

thankful, be grateful. Given the
trials and troubles Paul faced, that
strikes me as a remarkable
statement! 

To fully let Paul’s words in, I
must not see the total picture. In
all circumstances, in everything…
give thanks and be grateful? In a
negative situation, in a painful
situation, in a loss situation give
thanks? We can be left to ask,
how?

In my reading on the topic of
gratitude, I came across a practical
exercise I have found to be both
challenging and helpful. We are
not programmatic Christians here
at PTM. We are not prescriptive in
how we follow Christ Jesus, as if
believing in the ten points to this
or practicing the seven steps to
that, earn us anything, buy us
favor or put us in God’s good
graces. That is not who we are nor
how we follow Jesus.

That said, we invite Jesus into all
aspects of our lives. And, in
reading, I found an exercise into
which I could, in prayer, aspire to
invite Jesus. The exercise
encouraged the reader (me) to pick
one negative situation in my life,
something I have felt badly about,
stuck in, or living without
constructive resolution to, for
some time. Once I had identified
the situation, I was encouraged to
sit down, put pen to paper and
write out ten things about the
situation that I felt grateful for. As I
wrote, I was reminded to pray,
thank you, thank you, thank you
following each statement
connected to the situation. 

I had to dig deeply in doing this
exercise. I had been so accustomed
to thinking negatively about the

situation, I found it foreign to find
anything to feel grateful for within
it. Eventually, slowly, ten
statements of gratitude emerged
and made it on to the paper.
Whether or not I ever receive a
positive resolution to the situation,
I certainly felt better completing
the exercise in prayer and trusting
the end result to God. 

Faced with a variety of negative
and painful circumstances in his
life, I recently had a friend ask me,
why is God testing me so? Upon
hearing his question, I thought
does God test us? Is God trying to
determine if we will trust him or
not?

To me, the question puts God in
the position of either blessing or
cursing us, based on our beliefs and
behaviors. The question felt a bit
legalistic. Is it possible that life
tests us, not God, and that God
walks through whatever we face
with us? I asked in response. The
question got us both thinking and
talking. 

I am grateful for my life, both
the parts I see as good and the
parts I see as challenging. I am
grateful for the fact that I do not
always see the total picture. Such
challenges can offer a new
perspective on life and lead us to
trusting God for the resolution we
desire.

As Christ-followers, we are grateful
that our lives are in Christ Jesus. We
give thanks and express our joy,
appreciation and gladness for all
that he has done. We live in him,
with him, through him and by him.
In all circumstances, in everything,
we give thanks. We are truly
grateful, for he walks with us. q

—Ed Dunn

10 Statements of Gratitude



attempting to ‘find themselves’ or
locate themselves in the shifting
sands of our world. They may self-
identify with their religion, their
nation, their politics, their gender
preference, their race or their
ideological tribe—hoping to find
security in an idea or a group that
offers belonging.     

Of course, the fact that the prince
proclaimed himself to be a chicken
did not magically transform him into
a chicken. The prince no doubt felt
like a chicken. But his feelings did
not inform reality in such a way that
he was transformed into a chicken. I
can identify as a chicken or a duck or
a butterfly but that doesn’t make me
a butterfly—it doesn’t change the
reality of my humanity. 

Perhaps it doesn’t sound like a
necessary statement, but in a world of
unparalleled confusion, know this:
wanting to identify as someone or
something else does not change our
identity. Now, what does this have to
do with Christianity without the
religion? Many today identify as
“Bible-believing Christians,” but Jesus’
warning comes to mind:

“Many will say to me on that day,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name and in your name drive out
demons and in your name perform many
miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly,
‘I never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’”

We can, because we identify as
someone we are not, act like that
someone we aren’t. We can dress like
someone else, talk like someone else—
we can convince our own minds that
we are someone or something we are
not. But the fact remains: we are who
we are—who God made us and who
Christ is making us. 

We can try to fool the world—we
can say “I am not a prince. I identify
as a chicken.” But we don’t become a
chicken simply because we tell
everyone we feel like we are a chicken,
nor do we become a chicken because
we start to act like one. Like Jesus’
opponents of old, we are not righteous
by claiming to be righteous or even by
mimicking religious standards. What
did Jesus say about that?

Woe to you, teachers of the law

and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You

are like whitewashed tombs, which

look beautiful on the outside but on

the inside are full of the bones of the

dead and everything unclean

(Matthew 23:27).
My heart is not to ignore or

belittle those many people who
battle from emotional or mental
illness—who suffer deep crises
around their identity. I would
invite readers to show the
compassion of Christ toward the
profound hurt and confusion that
exists in the lives of many people.
With all the pain in our world, we
can empathize with the desire of
disoriented people in pain to escape
or transform their reality. 

The Solution to Identity Crisis

But because of his great love for us, God,
who is rich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have
been saved.  And God raised us up with
Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus…
(Ephesians 2:4-6). 

God’s love, mercy and grace are the
solution to those times in our lives
when we crawl under the table. When
we feel alienated, disturbed, estranged
and separated from the craziness of
this world, Jesus crawls under the
table to join with us. 

Jesus goes beyond identifying as if he
were one of us. Miraculously, in his
incarnation, he became one of us. He
doesn’t imagine he is like us—but in
his identity, he became one of us.     

His Incarnation is a real solution

to humanity’s collective identity

crisis. Our transformation by God’s
grace, in Christ, is no make-believe
masquerade party. We have been
given an absolute change of spiritual
identity—brought about by the
goodness, grace and love of God.   

The good news is that you and I
cannot fix our world. Our pathetic
efforts to make everything better
never have and never will fix what
needs to be fixed. That may seem like
bad news to you, but actually, it’s
good news. The even better news is

that we have been raised up out of
the old muck and mire, the pigpens
that were once our existence. 

And you who were once estranged and
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has

now reconciled in his fleshly body through

death, so as to present you holy and

blameless and irreproachable before
him… (Colossians 1:21-22)

Jesus rescued us from our places of
confinement—from the confusion
and depression that characterized our
daily lives. He redeemed us from
disgrace. We discovered:

• We did not rescue ourselves.
• We did not transform ourselves. 
• We did not escape pain and

heartache by self-medicating on
denial.

• We did not find relief by
presenting ourselves to the world as
someone we are not.

Jesus joined us under the table,
and he offered us his hand. When we
accept his invitation, we come out
from our darkness and pain into his
marvelous light. He joined us under
the table, but he does not leave us
there! We were raised up with him and

seated with him in the banquet
room of heaven.     

Nothing we are given can be
credited to any human source. No
religion, no incorporated church, no
religious professional or authority
can take credit for what God alone
has done in delivering us. God
rescued and raised us up from dark
and horrible places by his grace, for
the works he wants to produce and
bring forth in our lives. We come
into our true identity—not by self-
identification but by Christ’s
identification with us. And that is
incredibly wonderful news! q

Continued from page 1
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What is God like? 
Jesus showed us! 
What did Jesus show
us about God? That
God is perfect love!
That God loves us!

o begins the childrens book I
wrote, Jesus Showed Us! Imagine
the mixture of joy and sorrow
when I received this response
from a five-year-old child: 

“I’m not afraid of God anymore.”
The abusive backstory to this

comment makes the gospel of
God’s healing love even more
potent. Sadly, many otherwise
healthy children suffer spiritual
damage and grow up afraid of God
because of the brand of religion
they were raised on. Children are
especially vulnerable to this as we
try to explain what the Cross
means.

Gospel Missteps 

Two common missteps come to
mind immediately:

1. “Jesus died for your sins.”
Without a doubt, the Bible teaches
us that on the Cross, Christ bore
and forgave our sins (e.g. Romans
5:8, 2 Corinthians 5:15, 1 Peter

3:18). How this works is a great
mystery and sharing it requires
sensitivity. When religion paints
Jesus as whipping boy for the wrath
of an angry God, what does a child
hear? “Jesus died because of you!” 

A thoughtless evangelist says,
“YES! Your sins did that to him!”

I have heard these words. But
they needn’t be spoken, because
children infer them. Imagine the
sensitive psyche of a child who
feels personal responsibility for the
torture of their beloved Jesus.

It’s good for behavior control in
the short-term but ultimately
creates adult atheists. 

2. “God was punishing Jesus”
[for your sins]. So, Jesus died
because of them, and who did this
to Jesus? Religion says that God the
Father did it. Why? To punish your
sins. And what does a child hear?
How do they process a God who
loves them and who did that to
Jesus for them? 

Meditate on that. I did—as a six-
year-old. Worse: I accepted it
gratefully, because that’s what good
boys do. I must love this violent
God or burn in hell forever.

Does that not seem psychotic?
How could I even love this God? 

The Cross for Children 
How instead should we talk about
the Cross and Jesus’ death with
children? 

By showing children that in word
and deed, Christ was always
revealing that God is perfect love,
most especially on the Cross. 

The New Testament testimony is
consistent: on the Cross, Jesus
showed us God’s love for all people
(John 3:16; 1 John 3:16; 4:9-10). 

What follows is how I share the
meaning of the Cross as God’s love
to children, which I flesh out fully
in my book, A More Christlike God

(CWR Press).
From the first time a child sees a

cross, I say:

What is God like?
Jesus showed us! 
Jesus showed us what
God is like in many
ways, didn’t he? Jesus
showed us God’s love
most on the Cross.

These lines reflect the passages
from John’s Gospel and first epistle
listed above. The Cross revealed
God’s nature as infinite love. 

The height, breadth, width and
depth of God’s love (Ephesians 3)
come into clearest focus on the
Cross.

Thus, it’s absolutely critical that
we clear up for children (and
adults!) the question of where God
is and what God was doing on
Good Friday: 

God was in Jesus on
the Cross, showing us
God’s love.

Where was God in this picture?
Turning away from Christ? (NO.
Psalm 22:24). 

Yahweh says through the prophet
Zechariah (Zechariah 12:10), “They
will look at ME, the One they have
pierced.” 

The apostle Paul insists, “God was
in Christ, reconciling the world to
himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19).
Where was God when the skies
darkened and the earth quaked?
There. On the Cross. 

Teaching the Cross

to Kids

Brad Jersak

S
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What the Cross Says about God’s Love 
In A More Christlike God, I sum up
three key revelations of cruciform
love. The Cross shows us that God is
self-giving, radically forgiving, co-
suffering love. This is what I say to
believers and seekers, but also to lit-
tle children.  

On the Cross, God
gave his best gift to
the whole world! What
gift did God give us?
Yes, God gave us
Jesus—God’s firstborn
Son! Jesus was God’s
great love gift for all
of us!

1. Self-giving Love

What was God doing on the
Cross? Giving God’s best—God’s
Son—to the world. Giving himself
to the world. As NT Wright notes,
John 3:16 does not say, “God so
hated the world that he killed his
only Son.” Rather, “God so loved
the world that he gave his only Son”
as a love gift to everyone.

On the Cross, Jesus
forgave everyone in the
whole world. God even
forgave the people who
killed Jesus! Jesus
shows us that God can
forgive anybody and
anything!

2. Radically Forgiving Love

Note how I avoid accusing the
children of Jesus’ murder but I do
include them as recipients of God’s
forgiveness. In Acts 2:23; 5:30; 7:52,
we read that “wicked men”…
“betrayed and murdered” Jesus
Christ—not the little children who
love Jesus but sometimes disobey
Mommy and Daddy.  Through
Jesus’s intercession, “Father forgive
them,” God pardoned the sins of
the conspirators. He forgives the
Temple leaders, the Roman soldiers,
both thieves and even Judas! If God
forgave them, he can forgive
anyone. So all are included,
including children, in God’s
universal forgiveness.

On the Cross, Jesus
suffered with everyone
who suffers. God
became a human so he
could feel what we feel.
On the Cross, Jesus
shows us God
understands.

3. Co-suffering Love

Compassion (literally
“cosuffering”) emphasizes empathy
through shared experience. God-in-
Christ knew suffering and sorrow,
just as we do. 

Children need to know that God
understands and that God cares.
This is exactly what the author of
Hebrews 2:14-18 and Hebrews 4:15
claims.

To summarize, these three facets
of God’s cruciform love all point to
the truth that God’s love “never
fails,” that “God’s mercy endures
forever,” and that “God’s
lovingkindness is everlasting.”

Children of the Cross are led to
this conclusion: 
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Jesus showed us
God’s love, even when
he was dying. Jesus
never stopped loving.
Jesus showed us!

Why did Jesus need to die?
Adults—so attuned to retribution—
often ask, “If not to appease God’s
wrath, why did Jesus need to die?”

But children know! The Cross
shows us God is love! But he also
died to enter the grave and over-
come death—to “break the power of
him who holds the power of
death… and free those who all their
lives were held in slavery by their
fear of death” (Hebrews 2:14-15). 

Jesus’ death was how he destroyed
death, and his resurrection proves it!
And that means Jesus is alive now—
his love is with us and in us forever!

The last word goes to a three-year-
old who responded to this good
news. He exclaimed joyfully, “Jesus
is the winner!” Truly! q

Brad Jersak serves as the pastoral
scholar for Plain Truth Ministries.

Illustration by Shari-Anne Vis from Jesus Showed Us! by Brad Jersak. 
Jesus Showed Us! is an adaptation of Brad Jersak’s award-winning book, A More Crhistlike
God (CWR Press), illustrated to teach children how Jesus came to show us God’s love.



Superman. Well, no—actually more
like Stuart the Segall to a Golden
Flower Retriever. 

There I am standing inside it,
when this much older man comes
up the ladder, looks down from the
top and sees me there. He looks like
Chauncy Gardner (Peter Sellers)
from the movie “Being There.” He
asks me "How did you find yourself
down there?” He continued in this
vein asking, “What are your
prospects for being able to leave the
dumpster?” This question was
pertinent since the ladder was on
the outside and I was on the inside. 

He also made inquiries around
what I would be doing next and
what would my plans be once I was
out of the dumpster—this might be
the most philosophical dumpster
conversation I've ever had.

I share this with you because his
numerous inquiries revealed a
lonely man who simply wanted to
engage. I offered him flowers to
take to a loved one. That would be
a quick and easy way to go back to
my busy work being a good
retriever! 

“I live in a tiny camp trailer with
a cat,” he replied. I realized then he
did not need the quick and easy
gift but the harder one—time and
an attentive ear. 

It would have been easy for me to
blow this opportunity under the
excuse of “I am already late, I am
really busy doing other work.”
Thankfully I got it, I saw the real
need or thirst he had. He told me

do volunteer work with
people who are in nursing
care homes and other
residences. I visit people who
simply lack company or get

very little of it. When I do, I listen
to their stories of days gone by.
Seniors, like all of us, love to tell
their old stories. Often, they like
to be read to. 

There are far more people than
hours in the day so when I need
to exit, I leave them beautiful
flowers. I grow all I can, lots of
roses, forty-seven bushes and
counting. In the winter I do
janitor work for a long-time
business friend who owns three
flower shops. Friday, she cleans
out her flower inventory and
gives me an abundance of
flowers to do my bit of magic.  

Well, this Friday, I was late.
The florist was thinking I was
not coming, so all the flowers
were put in the dumpster. I have
been dumpster diving for about
seven years now at the very
fragrant flower dumpster when I
run out of flowers and need to
restock before my next barter. I
go into the big green container
and look for salvageable
treasures. 

So, on this Friday I needed to
go retrieve them. Up the ladder
and down the can I went. And
you thought that flower
arranging was all glam? My first
inhale reminded it is not, and
then I went from Clark Kent to
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his life story… as if it had been a
long time since he had a chance to
tell it. Interesting for sure, but he
was telling me the story of a time
when he was significant. Like most
of us, this is what we search for. 

He expressed his sincere
gratitude for the unexpected gift.
Then, he walked away and
expressed hope that the “talking
dumpster” would be experienced
again. As he departed, I felt a tear
well in my eye. I felt a slight but
real sadness, but a blessing too. We
never know when a Chauncy
Gardner might appear, needing a
little of our time. 

For that one moment, I was again
reminded of pure religion: “Pure
and undefiled religion before God and
the Father is this: to visit orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep

oneself unspotted from the world”

(James 1:27, NKJV). 
The gentleman is an orphan, a

senior one, but an orphan none the
less. This gentleman was the
recipient of my grace but as you
know, at that moment in time, I
was simply a purveyor of His grace.

“And the King will answer and say

to them, assuredly, as I say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you did it

to Me” (Matthew 25:40).
May this encourage you to keep

your eyes, ears and hearts open in
the most unlikely of places. q

Stuart Segall is a contributing writer
to Plain Truth and the CWR blog.

Dumpster
Diving 101

Stuart Segall

I
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Living in Tree Shadows

I
t all started early one morning with the
distant clatter of heavy machinery.
Something ominous was happening

beyond the wooded ridge paralleling the road
where I live. As the noise increased, some of us
in the neighborhood sent up drones to peer
over our cherished wall of Douglas fir along
the ridge. The rumors we had heard were
confirmed. Our drone photos revealed a huge
expanse of clear-cut land dotted with logging
equipment, piles of debris and stacks of fresh-
cut timber. We later found out it was about
140 acres.

Suddenly, what had been a stately rampart
of forest along our ridge was now punctuated
by gaps of daylight. Neighborhood dogs were
vexed with the continual buzz of logging
machines and the crack and thunder of falling
trees. How would this end? Surely they would
stop at the top of the ridge. 

But no—they continued their march over
the top and down our side of the ridge. When
it became too steep for machines, chainsaw-
wielding loggers advanced on foot all the way
to their property line on the slope above our
homes. It seemed like our forest had been
stolen. 

Alarmed neighbors met and decided to do
something—but what? We discovered that
permits had been filed and environmental
rules were being followed. No one was stealing
anything. The land owners were simply
harvesting their trees. The area is zoned for
forest and is already being replanted.

Then, looking out my living room windows,
I realized three things: 

1) all my trees were still intact. My half-acre
of woods still stretched up the hill, plus more
forest along a bordering (currently unused)
railroad right of way. 

2) I could now see the setting sun
illuminating the top of the formerly wooded
ridge with a yellow glow. 

3) My home was filled with a lot more
daylight. In the winter, I’ll actually see sunlight,
previously blocked by the trees on the ridge.
Maybe this wasn’t such a disaster after all. The

neighbors mostly concurred. We all lived
happily ever after.

I have friends who are believers, but who
seem to live in a shadow of spiritual trees
rooted in obsolete religious ideas—a problem I
recognize all too well. I know—they believe
their trees are beautiful, offering shade, solitude
and safety—dogmatic anchors in unanchored
times. In reality, those trees are not only
blocking my friends’ outlook, but blocking the
sunlight of freedom in Christ—the great vista
of genuine faith. But how can a person know if
they’re living in a spiritual shadow? They can’t
see the problem in the dark. 

With physical trees, you need to keep an eye
on them every season. Are they healthy? Do
they need pruning? Are they leaning? Should
they come down? Many trees are just fine. But a
time comes for some to be harvested. Still others
are unhealthy or dangerous. When storms come
they may fall and do serious damage. Ironically,
as I was writing this paragraph, I noticed a 100-
foot-plus Douglas fir in front of my home. It has
always leaned a little, but suddenly its needles
are brown and dying. The tree is dangerous, and
its time has come. 

What will I do? I’ll talk with my community
of friends and neighbors. They’ll recommend a
skilled professional who knows how to drop
the ailing tree so it doesn’t crush my house.
Sure, there’ll be costs and risks, but that’s how
we’ll take care of the problem.

Likewise, spiritual trees require vigilance to
determine what might be blocking the full
light of the gospel or what might even be
dangerous. Is it time for those spiritual trees to
be dropped and cut up for firewood? 

How will you know? By prayer of course, by
serious reading and by discussion with wise
friends and qualified counsellors—a
community of believers. And even then, there
will be costs and risks. Alterations to
surroundings, whether physical or spiritual,
can be disturbing—but in the end (if they are
managed wisely) they may bring light and
panoramas we never imagined possible! q

—Monte Wolverton



“In the beginning the church

was a fellowship of men and

women centered on the living

Christ.  Then the church moved

to Greece where it became a

philosophy. Then it moved to

Rome where it became an

institution. Next it moved to

Europe where it became a

culture. And finally, it moved to

America where it became an

enterprise.”—Richard Halverson

Quotes &

Connections

“Yet as I read the birth stories

about Jesus, I cannot help but

conclude that though the world

may be tilted toward the rich and

powerful, God is tilted toward the

underdog.”—Philip Yancey, The

Jesus I Never Knew

“‘Mary… wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a

manger’ (Luke 2:7). Sending a message, wrapped up in a person, is at

the heart and core of the meaning and significance of the birth of

Jesus, and of the celebration of his birth we call Christmas. Jesus was

God in human flesh—the God-man.  He brought wonderful news (the

gospel) to our world—and that gospel was wrapped up in his person.

Jesus is the box, the wrapping paper, the bow on top—the human

container that envelopes the gospel of grace and truth.”—Greg Albrecht 
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