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W
hy did Jesus die? Tom 

Wright, in his book, 

The Day the Revolution 

Began, struck a nerve with the 

candor of his critique of any 

gospel that implies, “God so hated 

the world that he killed his only 

Son.”  

Of course, laying bare that 

image of God draws charges of 

straw-manning—but if Wright is 

wrong, then I will rejoice when 

evangelists stop communicating 

that very impression. The gospel 

of our Lord Jesus Christ is far 

more beautiful than what Wright 

terms the “paganized” message of 

wrath-appeasement through 

divine violence. But Evangelical 

children of the Reformation have 

been so conditioned with this 

ethos of the Cross that I am often 

asked, “Then why did Jesus die?” 

as if other than getting his pound 

of flesh, God’s Good Friday 

mission was pointless. 

 
WHY DID JESUS DIE?  
1. Because we killed him 

The Gospel of John and his first 

epistle present the Incarnation as 

a love-gift from heaven. God gives 

his Son—which is to say, gives 

himself—to the world as a 

revelation of divine love and his 

decisive saving act. More on that 

shortly. The Light of life and love 

entered this world, but our 

darkened hearts neither 

recognized nor received him 

(John 1:9-12). Jesus died because 

we rejected God’s love and killed 

God’s Son. St Stephen calls the 

crucifixion a betrayal and a 

murder (Acts 7:52)—the homicide 

and deicide of the God-man. 

Yet even then, John insists, the 

darkness could not overcome this 

Light of love and life (John 1:5). 

Sure, the religious-political 

establishment could reject divine 

Love and kill the Christ, but they 

could not take his life (John 

10:18). Rather, Christ lays down 

his life as a revelation and an act 

of God’s love, then takes it up 

again to distribute to the world. 

 

WHY DID JESUS DIE?  
2. To Reveal God as Love 

The Cross then, ironically, 

becomes our primary revelation 

of the nature of God as eternal 

and infinite love. Paul describes 

this love as wider, longer, higher 

and deeper than we can grasp or 

imagine (Ephesians 3:17-20). Paul 

prays that the Holy Spirit would 

supernaturally fill our vision of 

God with a greater revelation of 

love than we now conceive. That 

is, if you can imagine God as 

more loving than you already 

believe him to be, you must 

because he is! And how shall we 

posture ourselves to catch this 

vision? At the foot of the Cross. 

In A More Christlike God: A More 

Beautiful Gospel, I unpack this 

revelation of the cruciform (i.e. 

cross-shaped) God as (i) self-

giving, (ii) radically forgiving, (iii) 

co-suffering love. 

�  God is self-giving love 

because God-in-Christ has 

poured himself into the world 

as love.  

As the apostle says, “… although 

He existed in the form of God, did 

not regard equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and being made in 

the likeness of men” (Philippians 

2:6-7 NASB). 

“Emptied” (kenosis) here does 

not imply that Christ emptied 

himself of his divinity, as if he 

were emptying a bucket—quite 

the opposite. Think more in 

terms of an eternal spring of 

infinite mercy, poured out in a 

constant stream—a never-failing 

waterfall of God’s lovingkindness. 

His mercy endures how long? 

Forever! 

Thus, the self-emptying love of 

God is not merely an event in 

time at the Cross. Rather, the 

Cross is a window through which 

we see that God has always been 

Why did Jesus die?
Brad Jersak  
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kenotic (self-giving love)—at the Cross, in the 

Incarnation, back to creation, and from all eternity 

in the community of Triune Love. 

“The Lamb slain from the foundation of the 

world” (Revelation 13:8) shows us that God’s 

unchanging nature is self-giving love. 

 

�  God is radically forgiving love because God 

in Christ forgave and reconciled the world to 

himself, not counting our sins against us 

 (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

On the Cross, we hear Christ’s great cry echo 

across the ages, “Father, forgive them!” (Luke 23:34). 

A 9-year-old boy named Malachi once grilled me on 

this text. He asked, “When Jesus prayed that prayer, 

do you think the Father answered?” I turned the 

question on him, and he concluded, “Yes, I think the 

Father answered with a yes, because the Father loved 

Jesus and Jesus always prayed in the will of his 

Father” (smart kid). He then 

asked, “Who did Jesus mean by 

them?” Again, I deflected to Mal, 

who felt ‘them’ included all the 

conspirators: the temple 

authorities and Sanhedrin, Pilate 

and the Roman soldiers, both 

thieves and even Judas Iscariot. 

And if the Father did forgive 

them, even while Christ was 

being tortured, is there anyone he 

can’t forgive? Further, if God 

forgave and reconciled them—

even while they were still his 

enemies (Rom. 5:8-10), what does 

that mean? If the Father did not 

charge them with that sin (cf. 

Acts 7:60), does any 

condemnation remain for 

anyone? If Adam’s sin infected 

the whole of humanity, how much more would 

Christ’s life-giving blood cleanse them! (Romans 

5:18) 

God’s radical forgiveness is universal. This does 

not negate the call for a response—indeed, it induces 

faith far better than cosmic threats of eternal 

torture. We love God because God first loved us (1 

John 4:19), a love inspired most powerfully by a 

vision of the Cross (Zechariah 12:10; 1 John 3:16). 

�. God is co-suffering love because God in 

Christ assumed “the likeness of sinful human 

flesh” (Romans 5:3) and descended into the 

depths of the human condition, experiencing 

the full range of our suffering.  

That is, he co-suffered (literally com-passion) in 

solidarity with us, empathizing with us in our 

mortality to raise up human nature with himself. 

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all 

points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us 

therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 

we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 

of need” (Hebrews 4:15-16). 

Does God suffer? This is theologically tricky, 

because in his suffering, Christ reveals the love of 

God. But the capacity to suffer and die is what 

makes the incarnation necessary. Thus, Cyril of 

Alexandria offered the paradox: God suffered in the 

flesh. And in so doing, saves us. 

 

WHY DID JESUS DIE?  
3. To Save Us 

Not from God. Wright has made this clear, as did the 

apostolic fathers and patristic teachers who founded 

Christian soteriology (doctrine of salvation). This is 

no good cop / bad cop scenario. This is not the 

pagan virgin-in-a-volcano scenario. Jesus is not the 

nice guy, staying the angry hand of his dad. When 

“The bitter cup”     Jorge Cocco Santángelo
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Paul says that God saved us from 

“the wrath” (Rom. 5:9), he never 

said “the wrath of God” (a 

grotesque translator’s intrusion 

found in zero manuscripts). 

Rather, he is riffing off texts 

like the Wisdom of Solomon 

18:21-22, where Aaron, a type of 

Christ our High Priest, “set 

himself against the wrath, 

brought calamity to an end, 

[and] overcame the destroyer.” 

Wrath, destruction, calamity and 

death. Satan, sin and death. 

These are the enemies that God 

in Christ saves us from. 

“Since, therefore, the children 

share flesh and blood, he himself 

likewise shared the same things, 

so that through death he might 

destroy the one who has the 

power of death, that is, the devil, 

“and free those who all their 

lives were held in slavery by the 

fear of death.” (Hebrews 2:14-15) 

Some regard this victory as an 

“atonement theory” called 

Christus Victor. No, the victory of 

Christ is no atonement theory. It 

is the gospel itself. At the Cross, 

the “prince of this world is 

driven out” (John 12:31); at the 

Cross, sin is forgiven; at the 

Cross, death dies. Decisively. As a 

three-year-old reader of my 

children’s book Jesus Showed Us! 

declared, hands raised high, 

“Jesus is the Winner!” God wins! 

Life wins! Love wins! This is the 

cruciform victory of God. 

Why did Jesus die? Because we 

killed him. But more than that, 

in Jesus’ death we see the face of 

God—the final revelation and 

decisive act of God as kenotic 

love, cruciform love, victorious 

love. q 

Brad Jersak serves as the 

Pastoral Scholar of CWR/PTM.  

A
fter John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. “The time has come,” he 
said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 

the good news!” (Mark 1:14-15) 
The Time Has Come is Jesus’ announcement of a new phase of 

history. In Galatians 4:4, Paul says Jesus’ birth, life and ministry, and 
then his death and resurrection happened “when the fullness of time 
came.” When God in Christ entered “our time” in his incarnation, he 
chose a “time” that measures our human, mortal experience on 
earth, coming out of his eternity into our mortality.  

The divine Son of God came, embodying the fullness of times, 
announcing, The Time Has Come. The time for the gospel—the good 
news—the new covenant—redemption and salvation—has come! 

The dimensions of time include 1) past events in a history book, 2) 
this present time as measured by clocks, and 3) a composite dynamic 
moving toward a future goal. Jesus’ announcement that The Time 
Had Come was good news because it proclaims the beginning of the 
end of bondage, shame and guilt, and the regrets and remorse about 
our past. The Time Has Come means we can escape our past that so 
easily enslaves, consumes and overwhelms us.  

By God’s grace, our past is history. With Paul, we embrace the 
present and future salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul writes, 
“Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead” 
(Philippians 3:13). 

The good news is that Jesus does not say “The past is over and look 
what a mess you made! You’ve missed your opportunity. Too bad! ”  

Instead, Jesus says, “Forget your past. Embrace the here and now 
and begin to move into the future. Follow me! The Time Has Come!” 

Time & Eternity 
Greg Albrecht
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MORE THAN CLOCKS & CALENDARS 

By saying The Time Has Come, 
Jesus is not introducing a gospel 
limited to a date on a calendar 
but rather, as an ongoing, 
progressive and dynamic spiritual 
reality. The gracious invitation of 
God, in our time, in Jesus, to 
accept the eternity of his time, is 
not limited to a specific moment 
“in our time.” Those who 
perceive the gospel this way fail 
to grasp the gracious, timeless 
dynamic and promise of eternal 
life in Jesus.  

Time simply is—it cannot do 
anything. Time provides the 
framework within which things 
happen, but time does not possess 
any ability to produce or destroy. 
Time does not possess intrinsic 
power, but it provides an 
opportunity for other dynamic 
forces to produce effective 
outcomes.   

Humanity is captive to time 
and space. We check our watches 
or our cell phones to keep 
account of “time.” If we are 
caught in traffic, we worry if we 
will be “on time” for an 
appointment. When time passes 
and we become old(er) we worry 
about “how much time” we have 
left before we die. But “time” as 
we live it and are confined in it, 
does not exist in eternity.  

To say God is eternal is to 
recognize God “outside” of time—
not restricted to time and space. 
But through his incarnation, God 
in Christ became part of our 
time—our risen Lord both 
“inside” and “outside” of time as 
we know and experience it.        

 

TIME IS GOING SOMEWHERE 

In context, Peter’s statement 
about “the last days” (2 Peter 3:3-
9) is addressing scoffers who 
denied that God would ever 
intervene in the affairs of human 
beings. Scoffers were saying that 
the world is forever unchanging, 
and that no catastrophic 
intervention of God had ever 
happened, or ever would. For 
such scoffers, time is not going 
anywhere, it’s just an endless 
cycle that repeats itself.  

For such scoffers, the gospel 
message that The Time Has Come 
is meaningless. To “time is 
cyclical scoffers” Peter pointed 
out that God has intervened in 
history—and as we have noted, 
the greatest and most dramatic 
intervention of God in history is 
the Incarnation of Jesus, when 
God became one of us, and 
entered bodily into time and 
space. Peter also mentions the 
flood as a divine intervention in 

history and insists that the 
Creator of the universe governs 
his creation and that he can and 
does intervene in human history.  

In addition to chiding scoffers 
in this third chapter of 2 Peter, 
Peter is cautioning Christians not 
to become caught up in 
speculation about calendars and 
the passing of time and the 
predictions of specific “times” in 
the future. 

Those who are consumed by 
speculation about times in the 
future are held captive by 
calendars just as surely as those 
who are held captive about their 
past, and the regret, shame and 
guilt they feel.  

It seems clear that Peter is 
saying that we should focus on 
the perspective of God, who is 
not limited by the passing of 
time that we experience. That 
said, 2 Peter 3:8, which says “with 
the Lord a day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years like a 
day,” has been taught to mean 
almost the exact opposite of 
what was originally intended.  

Some in the early church, 
including early church fathers in 
the first two centuries A.D., 
believed this verse taught history 
would last as many thousand 
years as there were days in the 
Genesis account of creation. 

 
“With the Lord a day is like a thousand years,  

and a thousand years are like a day.” 

– 2 Peter 3:8



Some early Christians read this 
verse and understood it as a 
mathematical equation—a day 
equals a thousand years! 

That misguided thinking has 
led to confusion and heartache. 
Since the resurrection of Jesus, 
down through the centuries, 
using calendrical measurements, 
chronologies and time as 
measured by history, sincere but 
sincerely confused people often 
felt they could set a date for his 
‘Second Coming’.  

Some reasoned that the world 
would end after 6000 years of 
human history, and that the 
seventh period would be the 
thousand-year-reign of Jesus on 
earth. Somehow, that old misstep 
still stumbles many to this day! 

Time and again, ‘prediction 
addicts’ are proven wrong about 
Jesus’ return. Why? Because their 
presuppositions and 
methodology are mistaken.  

 

OUR ‘TIME’ IS FINITE 
GOD’S ‘TIME’ IS ETERNAL 
 

When Peter wrote “with the Lord 
a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day” 
he was not standing in front of a 
class in mathematics.  

As an apostle of Jesus, he 
teaches readers (then and now) 
that God sees and experiences 
time from a perspective of 
eternity. As mortal humans 
surrounded and captivated by 
time, we do not have that 
perspective.  

Peter was quoting Psalm 90:4, 
which says, a thousand years in 
your sight are like a day that has 
just gone by, or a like a watch in 
the night.    

Like Peter, the Psalms tell us 
that God sees and experiences 
time from an eternal perspective. 
God is Lord of time. Time serves 
God, not the other way around.  

God created time. We mortal 
humans, on the other hand, are time-
bound. We are surrounded by, defined 
by and limited to the brevity of 
human life.  

But for Christ-followers, time is a 
historical parenthesis within eternity. 
We are not consumed by regret, guilt 
and shame about our past. Neither are 
we fixated and addicted by how we 
might predict the future.  

Instead, knowing The Time Has 
Come, Christ-followers can both 
embrace the present and remain 
oriented toward eternity. Our focus is 
on the kingdom of God here and now 
and on the fullness of the kingdom to 
come with the return of Jesus to 
restore all things.  

By the grace of God, our time has 
come—may we follow Jesus as he leads 
us forward in and into his kingdom! q  

 
Greg Albrecht is President and editor-

in-chief of CWR/PTM.  

“The C
ross stands a

s the w
orld turns”
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Table For Two    

Stuart Segall

“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.” —Psalm 23:5 

 

T
his verse is steeped in symbolism, emotional depth, and spiritual paradox. The initial context of 

Psalm 23 follows the tender imagery of God as shepherd, guiding, protecting, and providing. But in 

verse 5, the metaphor shifts. The “table” prepared in the presence of enemies is not a retreat—it’s a 

bold declaration of peace and dignity in the face of adversity. 

It’s a table for two. God and you. He wants your eyes locked on his, even now, especially now. 

What’s striking is that the table isn’t hidden away in safety. It’s laid out in plain sight, in front of those 

who oppose you. That’s divine confidence. You are so protected, so honored, that even your enemies bear 

witness to it. Your worth, your belonging, your sacredness—they’re affirmed publicly, even amid hostility. 

To sit at that table to eat, rest, and commune is a radical act when surrounded by threat. It says: I will not 

be defined by fear. 

This verse is a balm for the weary. It speaks to the soul that has walked through shadows and still dares to 

sit, to receive, to be nourished. The enemies you face may be external critics, internal doubts, or old 

wounds, but this crisis with you is truly the final enemy we will all face. Yet the table is set, not necessarily 

as a reward, though it may feel like one when you know you are there in his presence, but it is a reminder: 

You are worthy of peace, even here. 

It’s sacred defiance. A quiet peace in the storm. 

Picture it: a wooden table in a windswept field. You sit at its center, cloaked in quiet strength. This verse is 

a declaration of God’s peace and rest in Christ—the Lord who is our shepherd. You are not defined by your 

enemies. You are not diminished by your battles. You are invited to witness this truth, to imbibe it, to rest in 

it, to be seen. He sees you.  

A table for two! Keep your eyes fixed on him. q 

Stuart Segall is a contributing writer for CWR/PTM. 
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               “It is finished” (cover) 

               “The bitter cup” (page 3)

Letters from a trusted friend are keepsakes, reminding 

us that companions on our journey home are gifts of 

God’s grace. 
 

The Christian pilgrimage through this life features the 

challenges of time, distance and endless obstacles. At 

times, we endure fatigue and loneliness, and it is then 

that we come to value friends and partners who offer 

words of encouragement and urge us forward. 
 

Greg Albrecht is a ‘Barnabas’ (Son of Encouragement) 

whose spoken and written messages have been a 

familiar and faithful guide en route. In this second 

volume of Greg’s “Letters to My Friends,” his constant 

invitation to grace is just what the Great Physician 

prescribes for these fraught times. Readers will find 

comfort in his and their long road following Jesus.

Coming soon from CWRpress


