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Dear CWR/PTM Friend and Partner,

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:3).

Hope is an orientation of the soul towards a transformation, after which it will be wholly and exclusively love.
—Simone Weil

Through him we have obtained access through faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God (Romans 5:2).

Hope means expectancy when things are otherwise hopeless.—G. K. Chesterton

Hope is commonly defined as a feeling of expectancy; a desire for a certain outcome
to occur. Often, however, hope is further defined as more than just a feeling or a
desire. There is a real element of trust and certainty to hope. A belief, a trust, and a

feeling or desire that something will happen. A certainty that the outcome we are looking for
will indeed take place. 

In my former work life as an investment professional, I had the opportunity to listen to
experts in the field of wealth management who were brought into conferences to address the
topic of retirement planning. How those experts loved to pitch complex investment
strategies, as well as creative and convenient ways to get those listeners sitting in the
audience to put their retirement monies to work with them. 

I remember a favorite catch-phrase, used over-and-over again: Hope is not a strategy. Each
time an investment professional would use the phrase, it was always sure to get a good
laugh. What they meant by repeating that catch-phrase was, hope is not a strategy—you must
plan—and since you must plan, you might as well do that planning with us! 

More often than not, those listening would end up doing just that. They would do their
retirement planning with them. The strategy they used was sound and led to great physical,
material success.

It is true that in our physical, material world, in the times and the economies in which
we live, planning is the right tool to employ to be ready for the events, circumstances and
stages we face in life. Planning, to the best of our human abilities, is a good thing to do. 

But, in God’s economy, in our spiritual lives in Christ, the catch-phrase that the
investment experts loved to use, with some overt sarcasm I might add, is not true. In our
spiritual lives, our hope in Christ is the only strategy. This strategy, his strategy, is the only
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strategy that is sound and ultimately leads to our spiritual success. His strategy is the only
one we can trust.

Our hope in Christ is the feeling, the desire, the trust, and sure belief that he is our Lord
and Savior. Christ Jesus alone is our hope. Christ Jesus has taken care of any-and-all spiritual
planning we might ever need to do. It is finished, and he has finished it for us. Of this we can
be certain!

…while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus
Christ… (Titus 2:13)

Why is it so important to keep our eyes on Christ as our blessed hope? 

Our hope in Christ comes from Christ, and helps us while we wait for his appearing. His
hope within us gives us vision, comfort, encouragement and patience in our walk with him.
Our physical lives are often full of challenges, disappointments and difficulties. We can live
many days of our lives feeling as if little has changed for the better. Yet, we keep our eyes
fixed on Jesus, our Source of hope, and our spiritual lives are renewed day by day.

Our hope in Christ helps us to stand firm in his grace. We believe and trust in him, and
in his indwelling work within us. Christ Jesus is transforming us. We do not believe in the
strategies of this world. Nor do we fall prey to legalism, moralism, or a belief that our good
works can earn us anything. His grace is a gift. His grace is sufficient for us. We receive that
gift freely, gratefully, each day of our lives.

Our hope in Christ helps us to feel and express joy. His hope in us helps us to rejoice.
We rejoice in his living, transforming life within us. We rejoice in the belief and trust that
we have been raised and resurrected with him. We rejoice that we are seated with him.
This hope is not deferred, and as such, our hearts are healthy and whole. We live by this
free gift, this hope, in joy, and share that joy with the world. As we feel it, we have trouble
containing it.

Our hope in Christ gives us certain access through faith to the Father, with the Son, by
and through the Holy Spirit. We share a rich spiritual life together in communication,
communion, and community with God. We experience God. We share this life together, this
new birth into a living hope, with one another. We share this life, and the good news of it,
with the world. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are
filled with hope!

Our hope in Christ gives us peace. We rest in him. We trust in him. This rest and 
trust we enjoy leads us to feeling and being at peace. In the face of life’s many
challenges, disappointments and difficulties, this divine peace does surpass our human
understanding. We, in Christ Jesus, can face whatever life throws at us. As we do, our hope
in Christ sustains us.

Our hope in Christ gives us identity. As Christ Jesus lives his risen life in us, we are
transformed. According to his good purpose, we become his followers; we become more like
him. As we yield our lives to him, we invite him to take the lead. We invite him to do all of
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our spiritual planning. Our hope in him helps us to see his working in our lives more clearly.
In seeing, our hope is renewed.    

Our hope in Christ is the feeling, the desire, the trust and sure belief that he is our Lord
and Savior. He is at work in us. Christ Jesus alone is our hope. We cannot do it by ourselves.

Our hope in Christ is the only strategy that works. His strategy is the only strategy that
is sound, sure and ultimately leads to our spiritual success. We rest in him. We hope in him.
There can be no greater peace.

Thank you, our dear friends and partners, for helping us share this blessed hope with the
world. We share his certain hope with a world in desperate need. To paraphrase an old Irish
proverb, hope is the only cure for every human misery. We share the good news of his hope
together. As a team with you, we are so grateful to be able to do so.

In our shared and blessed hope in Christ Jesus,

Edward L. Dunn

Vice President & Chief Executive Officer 

Plain Truth Ministries

PS. We share these two comments from friends of PTM who continue to be blessed by
this work we are doing together. THANK YOU for all you do to support this ministry through
your prayers and financial contributions.

Words cannot really express how much your work encourages and uplifts our daily lives. Thank you so
much for your generous and much-appreciated work.—Washington

Thank you for your time, energy and prayers. Your ministry inspires me and helps to keep me on track.
So I don’t wander off to my old ways of thinking of religion. It’s nice to be irreligious and I want to keep it
that way, thanks to you!—Florida
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CWR/PTM Prayer List—March 2026
These prayer requests are a representative sampling of so many others we receive and pray for. We
invite you to join us in praying for these and the others that space does not permit us to include
here. Thanks for being a CWR/PTM Prayer Partner—for carrying each other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2).

Please pray for my sister who is scheduled for surgery for lung cancer.—North Carolina 

Please pray for our family as we grieve the loss of our uncle, a longtime PTM supporter.—California 

Please pray for my daughter-in-law. She received a bad blow to her head and she gets confused and her mind
is mixed up at times.—Minnesota

Please pray for me and my neighbors as we are facing rising floodwaters and there is no available evacuation
route.—Washington

Please pray for our family with the loss of my husband. He was a devout believer and ardent student of the
word of God.—Oregon

Please pray for me, as I am losing sight in my left eye. Also pray for healing in my knees and feet as I need to
walk with a cane.—Canada

Please pray that Putin stops bombing Ukraine and that God prevents starvation in the whole world.—Maine

I am praying that God will continue to bless CWR/PTM ministries with more partners in sharing and
spreading of the Good News Gospel of Jesus to the world in these most uncertain times.—South Carolina

Please pray for my son who is sick in the hospital. The doctors say he will not make it.—Puerto Rico

Praying for the ongoing work/outreach of PTM to those in the darkness, that they will be inspired and uplifted
by the love of Jesus.—Louisiana

Praying that God will provide the needs of this “Work.” I pray for the PTM family. May God protect and
strengthen all to continue this work.—Alabama

Please pray for my relief from back pain and from arthritis that keeps me from being able to work around the
house as much as I would like.—Kentucky

Please pray that the Russians and Ukrainians will seek to make a lasting peace agreement and end the
shedding of blood of troops on both sides of the conflict.—New York

Please pray for my sister-in-law who will be having surgery on her colon. Also please pray for our daughter
who is dealing with sudden vision issues.—Oregon

Please pray for my daughter. Her recent tests are troubling.—Virginia

I appreciate your prayers for my continuing severe back and hip pain. Thank you in advance to everyone for
your prayers.—Georgia

Our Father in Heaven: We know you love each of these individuals, and we thank you in advance
for the answers you will provide, out of your love, for each request. With thanksgiving for our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, our suffering servant who heals us, in whose name we pray—Amen.

Plain Truth Ministries’ CWR/PTM Prayer List is provided as a service to our Friends and Partners. 


